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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WALTER L. G AMAGE,
of Mount Pleasant, in the county of Ilenry
and State of Towa, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Marking-Brands;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact deseription thercof,
which will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and toletters of reference marked thicreon ,
which form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to a markin g-brand of
metal, supplied with removable lettersadapted
to burn a name or the like upon wooden or
other packages.

Heretofore brands for this purpose have
been made with ashell having flanges to hold
the letters and a follower to lock the letters
fast. In heating the brand of such a construe-
tion the shell would first receive the action of
the heat and the letters wonld hecome loose
from the expansion of the shell. To prevent
this the handle was attached through the shell
or top with a serew-thread, and this handle
would be forced against the follower to com-
pensate for the expansion of the shell, and
hold the deviee tight and solid; but in cool-
ing, the shell would contraet first from loss of
Leat, and the serew-thread of the handle hold-
ing the follower firmly against the letters,
whiclt impinged with great force upon the
flanges of the shell, the said flanges would in
Dractice break, and render a new shiell neeces-
sary for further use.

My invention is adapted to obviate these
objections, T provide a suitable shell or case,
with inwardly-projecting flanges upon the face
thereof, adapted to receive and hold in place
the letters when in operation. The follower
and top to this case are made in one, and it is
attached to the shell by serews at each end.
The follower I construet with a suflicient plane
to hiold the letters in setting up the name or
sign, and in the center of this plane I provide
a longitudinal projection, which fits into cor-
responding depressions in the letters. The
handle is attached by secrew-thread or other
suitable eonneeting means,

In operating my device the type are set up
on the plane face of the follower, the longi-
tudinal projection serving to hold the letters
in place. The shell is tlien placed over the
same and the set-serews applied. It will thus
be seen that no manipulation of the handle
will serve to alter the position or condition of
the letters, and that the screws which serve
to lold the letters just tight enough are placed
where they will be approximately expanded
and contracted with the other parts in lieating
and cooling.

Referring to the drawing, Figure 1 repre-
sents a side view of my improved marking-
brand. T'ig.2designates a bottom view of tlie
same, showing the type in place in the holder.
Figs. 3 and 4 are sectional views, and Tigs. 5
and 6 are detail views of the same. TFig. 7 is
a perspective view of a type.

Referring to the drawing, A is the shell,
and A’ the flange against which the letters
stand when in operation, The face of this
shell is open, and through this aperture the
Ietters project. I3 is the follower, the enlarged
portion BB’ of which serves as the back of the
shell.  C represents a longitudinal projection
on the face & of the follower B, upon which
the type are placed in setting up the name ov
sign. 1 are serew appliances for binding the
follower to the shell against the letters, and
E the means for attaching the handle F,

Having thus described my invention, what
I elaim is—

1. The follower B, provided with faced, upon
which to set up the type, and also provided
with projection C, to hold the letters in place,
as specified.

2. The follower B, with face b, and longi-
tudinal projection C, to Liold the typein place,
in combination with the shell A A’ attaching
means D, and handle IY, constructed and oper-
ating as and for the purposes set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing ax
my own U affix my signature in presence of
two witnesses.

WALTER T.. GAMAGE.

Witnesses:

PHILIY GIirosT,
JosEPT B. VERNON.



