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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EDWARD G. DURANT,
of Racine, in the county of Racine and State
of Wisconsin, have invented certain Improve-
ments in Blackboards, of which the following
is a specification:

This invention relates to a material intend-
ed to De sold in the market for application and
use for blackboard purposes; the same consist-
ing of thin layers or laming of wood cemented
together, and provided with a coating or sur-
facing of paint or fine silicious matter adapted
to receive chalk-marks. .

Many attempts have hitherto been made to
produce a blackboard material which would
be free from objection, and which would be
suitable to put upon the market as an article
of merchandise to be applied by the different
consumers to the various uses and places re-
quired, and with this end in view different
articles have been employed, among others

paper and cloth properly surfaced; but, owing

to various objections developed by use, they
have all failed to meet the demands of the
case.

The principal requirements of a blackboard
are, that it shall be unaffected by moisture;
that it shall not under any circumstances
shrink, swell, or warp; that it shall not be li-
able to check or crack under the continual ex-
posure to the heat of theroom; that it shall be
light and easy to handle; that it'shall occupy
but little space; that it shall be adapted for
application in a simple and permanent manner
to the walls of the building, and that it shall
be perfectly stiff and rigid under all circum-
stances. Iach and all of these requirements
are answered by my board, but not by any
other hitherto produced. Beinglight, strong,

and stiff, easy to handle, extremely cheap to
construct and transport, my board will be

found superior to all others, and to supply a-
want long felt by teachers and others.

Being stiff and incapable of warping, my ma-
terial is particularly well adapted for portable
boards, as it may be used without the frames
ordinarily required. The material may, how-
ever, be mounted in any frame or on any sup-
port desired, and may be secured to the frame
or a wall in any suitable manner—as, for ex-
ample, by nails, screws, or glue.

The drawing represents a perspective view
of a sheet of my material,

A represents the sheet composed of the wood
layers @ b ¢, the number of which may be in-
creased to any desired extent. - Thelayers are
arranged with their grain running in different
directions, and are cemented or glued firmly
together, intermediate layers of fibrous mate-
rial being added, if desired, to give the black-
board greater strength.

The front layer, or, if desired, the others also,
are treated with oil, varnish, or any other suit-
able material to render them impervious to
moisture, and the front or front and back sur-
faces are treated with slate paint, or any of
the various well-known silicious or slating
solutions used for blackboards.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

A blackboard consisting of two or more thin
layers of wood united crosswise of the grain,
cemented together, rendered impervious to
water, and coated with a silicate or other slat-
ing solution, substantially as and for the pur-
pose deseribed.
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