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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JESSE ROBERTS, of
Leon, in the county of Decatur and State of
Iowa, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Boot-Jacks, of which the follow-
ing is a specification:

The object of my invention is to produce a
boot-jack wherein the rear ends of the jaws
for holding the boot also serve as springs for
throwing said ends inward, which object
greatly simplifies the construction and pre-
vents the boot-jack from becoming useless by
the accidental derangement of the parts. -

The invention will be readily understood by
reference to the accompanying drawings.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the improved
boot-jack. Fig. 2 is a plan of the same. = Fig.
3 is a bottom plan of it. Fig. 4is atransverse
section on the line z « of Fig. 3.

The tread orrest A is raised up on its front
end on the feet a, so as to be placed in an in-
clined position in the usual manner. Below
the rest A is placed a pair of jaws, B B/, pref-
erably made of steel. These jaws are pivoted
to the foot-piece A’ by means of the pivot-pins
b. The rear ends of the jaw-pieces B B lie
below the board or plate forming the rest A,
and are secured to the said rest by the trans-
verse supports or straps G, C!, and C%

The inner ends of the jaw-levers B and B/
at d and d' are formed into the springs D D/,
so as to push the said ends @ and d’ together,
and the jaw-pieces being fulerumed at b, so as
to act as levers, the front or jaw ends of the

said pieces B and B’ will habitually be ex-
tended apart to their widest limit.

A spreader, E, formed of a V-shaped rod
attachment to the bottom side of the rest A,
is placed between the levers B B’, as shown
best in Figs. 3 and 4, The sides of this piece
habitually rest against the inside faces of the
pieces B and B’, against which the latter slides
up and down, the springs D and 1)’ acting to
slide the levers down to the bottom of the said
piece E when the jack is not in use; but when
the same is in use the boot-heel will be placed
between the jaws B B’, and then the other
foot pushed down upon the top of the tread or
rest A, which action will force down the wedgé-

shaped piece B between the said levers B B/,

behind the pivot-points b, and so force the
front ends of the said levers or jaws tightly
against the sides of the boot-heel within their
grasp, and thereby hold it firmly in the jdck,
which is the desired object of the invention.

Having thus described my invention, I de-
sire to claim—

The jaw-levers B and B/, having their ends
d & formed into the springs D and D/, in
combination with the spreader E, rest A, with
straps C, O, and C?, and foot-piece A/, with
pivot-pin b, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth. :
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