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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, 44 “aTHAM, of Phi
adelphia, Pennsylvania, huve invenled a ne
and useful Improvemen: in Indieators f
Treight-Cars, &c.; of which the fellowing
specification: :

My invention relates ic 2
ment in that class of indicalors of
one deseribed inmy Patent No. 205, ia
June 18, 1878, is an czample, the object
this invention being to so : t the indi-
cator that the blocks % D&MS oT
date may be readil; distributed.
This object I atiain in the ms ‘ i
now proceed to describe, refe s being bhad
to the accompanying drawing, in which—

Figure 1 is a froni v of my improved
indicator; Tig. 2, a ¢ plan view of
the same, and Fig. 3 a perspective view of
one of the lettered blocks,

A is a raized plate or frame, preferably of
metal, and suitably constructed for aftach-
meunt to a railway-car or ether object which
has to belettered or pumbered. Toa cirenlar
opening in this plate A i sted & disk, B,
provided with acentralb a, through
which passesa piy er into the
side of the car or into a cross-bar at the back
of the plate A, which is in the same platie 28
the disk.

A nwmnber of radial slots, b, are made in the
disk, and to these slots are adapted lettered
or nambered blocks 4, two edges of each block
heing grooved, as shown in Fig. 3, sonsto
both overlap and underlap the edges of the
slot to which it is fitted, so that the block can-
not De moved in any other than aradial Giree-
tion. ' o ]

In the plate A is formed a horizontal slot, 7,
which is inline with the center of the 4
and below the slot f is unother slot, ¢, how
tal thronghout the greater part of its
but inclined upward at the inner
be in line radinlly with the cent d

The mode of using the indicator iz as ol
lows: The disk B, which majy vided with
a suitable handle, is turned by one hand 80 a8
to bring in snceession opposite to the slot f
the lettered blocka necessury fo form the de-

ne

., PLNNSYLVANIA:

1 word or words, said blocks being moved
proper order futo the slot f by the other
d. When the uamehas beencompleted, the
are lorked in position in the slot fby
of block: which are provided
with means wherel y may be secured in

place.
ocks were being moved

‘While the lettered bl
into the slof f the <.% oecapied a position
ical slot, §, communicating with
- the inner end of the latter.

1 to set up & date, in addition
to the name, t aper lettered and numbered
Lloeks are moved inte the slot ¢ and secured:
in position therain,
the above-described indicator, the let-

o4 blocks, forming names or
dily seb up or distributed, as
ds facilities for keaping both
;, one hand turning the disk B
y manipulates the bloeka. .

Tt is advisuble in most cases i combine
with the indicator & slotted cover-plate, such
as described in my former patent.

Blocks having devetailed projections adapt-

{ ots in the plate and disk
substitubed for the grooved
3 1described; but the latterare
ta be preferred. .

A spring-catch on the plate’A may be com-
bined with a series of notches on the disk B,
so as to insure the proper registry of the slot

# with the slots in the digk, and thereby ever-

come any necessity for making minute adjust-
ments of the disk by hand.

I elaim as my invention-—
_ An indicator consisting of a slotted plate
ot frame, A, and s rotating slotted Cisk, B,
earrying type-blocks, which can be moved from
the alois of the disk into the slot or slots of
1hs plate, all substantially as set forth,

Tn testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specifieation in the presence of

‘tivo subscribing witnesses.

-JAMES TATHAM.

Witnessess )
IIARRY A. CRAWEFORD,
ITARRY SMiTH.



