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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOAN A TITZELLE, OF ROCKYORD, ILLINGIS,

IMPROVEMENT IN MEDICINE-CASES.

:’Si)cciliéatibxi forming part of Lotters Patent No. 207,360, dated Angush 27, 1878; application filed
" March 19, 1877,

s all whow, it may concern:
2. Be it-known that I, Joan C, LivZELLE, of

Rockford, in the county of Winnebago and-

tate of 1llinois, have invénted anew and use-
ful Tinprovement in Medicine-Cases; and I do

“heveby declare that thé following is a full and
“exaet déseription of the same, reference being
had tothe accompanying drawing, and to the
Jdettérs of reference marked thereon.

Tigare 1is a'top view of a medicine-case to

- which the drawer isapplicable inits use. Fig.
. 2.1s'a trangverse sectional view, showing the

manuer of fastening the drawer. Tig. 3isa

“frout view of the closed drawer as applied to

a medicine-case.
~.Similar letters of reference denote corre-

~ . Sponding parts inall the ficures.

~“The objeet of the invention is to provide a
self-locking drawer adapted more especially
for nsein a closed receptacle, and hérein shown

.in connection with a medicine-case, to which
-1t is applicable, and in such connection it will

be described in this applieation.
The drawer-locking "device consists of a

spring, secured to a Snitable support: béneath
. ‘the bottom of the drawer, and, when locked,
‘epgages, by its free end, with the drawer bot-
wfom, When the draiver istoheunlocked, the,
“spring is depressed by an upright tripping-rod,
- which releases the locking-spring, when the
- said drawer is thrown out or opened by a gec-

ond spring acting against the back of the
drawer, all of which will be Hereinafter fully

- deseribed, '
“.In the drawing, A represents the body of

the case or box, and A’ the hinged cover to

. the same, « ig a handle, secured to the top of

the cover, and Dy which, when the cover is

-elosed and secured to the body, the case can be

carried or removed from. place to place, as de-
sived. B is the drawer, the operation of which

- will be hereinafter deseribed. € are compart-

ments for reception of bottles, boxes, or other
articles which it is desired to keep in a sepa-
rate condition. - D is a spring, which can be
cither leaf or spiral, secured to the rear wall
of the case, in the space between the back of

_the drawer and the said wall, which, when the

drawer - retaining -spring - catch . is released,

_ throws the drawer out by its recoil against the

back of the said drawer. D7is a tripping-rod,
vertically dovetailed, in the rear wall of the
case, and so made that it will freely play up
aud down. - E is a transverse leaf-spring, se: -
cured at one énd to the hottom of thecase,in -
such manver that the free end will rise up
against the bottom of the drawer. Afapoint
neat the free end of this spring is a spur, ab-
rupt upon the rear side, and designated e,
which, when the drawerisin a closed position,
engages in a corresponding recess, ¢/, made in
the bottom portion of the drawer. Thisspring
E extends back sufficiently far to allow the
lower end of the rod D to rest upon the same,
and by ‘which the spur on the said spring is,

- by the downward pressure of the rod, released

from contact with the groove made in the
drawer bottom. To release this spring, the
hand of the operator is placed upon the npper’
end of the vertical rod DV, which is of easy
access when the cover is raised, and a down-
ward presspire given it, which will in tarn
press down the free end of the spring B, and
tlius disengage the said spring from contact
with the recess in the. bottom of the drawer,
and allow the spring I to act, so as to push
the drawer cutward from the case sufficiently
far for the eutrance of thie hands within the
drawer. - o .

‘When the drawer is. closed, it will be auto-
matically locked by the us¢ of the:spring I3,
which, by its abrupt spur, comes in contaect
with the notclied recess in the bottom of the
drawer, as will be readily understood without -
further description.

‘When two or more drawers, placed over each
other, are used, additicnal rods and springs
are used, so-that each separate drawer has its
own individual locking device. .

The cover may also be made to open in any
desired manner, it only being neceéssary that

-the rods be proteeted, so as to secure them

from  intruders having no right of access to
the contents of the drawers.

I do not wish to confine mysclf to the use of
the self-locking drawerin medicine:eases alone,
asivis adapted for use inmany other devices, as
will be readily seen. - , ‘

I am aware that drawers-have been locked
by a tripping-rod, which takes into a spring



secured to the drawer it . This T do not
claim; but

tht Tdoe alm
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1, In combination with a sliding drawer,
the locking-spring 15, the spur e, -m@ the re‘
cess ¢, arranged and’ operating 5xxbatfuumlly
as deseribod.

2. In combination with the =

and desire to seeure ?‘y

spring K, liav

ing the spur e, the tripping-rod Y, A "mMG
fmd operating Snb Lmtmh\ as deseribed,

3. The combination of the drawer, the sprin g
L, tripping-rod I¥, and the sprmrf D, all ar-

mned and opemtmo substantially as de-
seribed,

This specification smned and wmle.’sed this
17th- day of Januar Y, 1877

JOUYN C. LITZELLE.
Wi t‘dél{:;ssﬂ
+, . Forp,
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