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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, ALBERT WELLINGTON
FLANDERS, of North Grantham, in the county
of Sullivan and State of New Hampshire,
have invented a new and Improved Seythe-
Fastening, of which the following is a specifi-
cation:

The object of my invention is to furnish a
means for fastening a scythe to the snath
which will not require the use of a wrench in
fastening the seythe or removing it, and will
make a firm and reliable connection ; also, to
construct the fastening in such form that it
may be attached to the snath without requir-
ing the snath to be bored or mortised.

My invention consists in a socket or ring
for the end of the snath, formed with a cross.
mortise to receive the shank of the seythe.
There are teeth on the inside of the mortise,
which engage with corresponding teeth on the
scythe-shank, to hold the point of the scythe
in or out, as desired. The shank of the scythe
is formed straight, without a bend or toe, which
is usnally employed.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is
an elevation of a seythe and snath attached
fogether. Tig. 2 is an elevation of the same,
looking toward tbe end of the scythe-shank.
Fig.3 is a cross-section at the line 4 2 of Fig. 2.
Fig.4 is a perspective view of the snath-socket
detached. TFig. 5 is a perspective view of the
seythe-shank, and Tig. 6 is a section of the
end of a shank.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

a is the snath, and b the socket or ring for
the end of the snath. The socket b is formed
of metal, with one side thereof rounding, and
the opposite side flattened. At the flat side
of the socket b is a flat mortise, ¢, through the
metal of the socket at right angles to the di-
rection in which the snath enters the socket.
d are teeth or corrugations upon the inside of
the mortise ¢, adjacent to one of the outer ends
thereof. The mortise ¢ tapers in width, being
wider at one side of the socket b than at the
other, for the purpose hereinafter deseribed,
and the teeth d are at the widest end of the
mortise. '

The snath « is flattened on one side at the
end, and the socket or fastening is secured

upon the snath by a screw, e, passing into the
snath « through a hole in a strap, 7, formed
with the socket-ring b. (See Tig. 2.)

Jis the scythe-shank, which, instead of hav-
ing abent end, as usual, is straight, as seen in
Fig. 5, and of a size to pass tightly into the
narrow end of the mortise ¢. The shank J
may, however, be slightly tapering in width.

g are teeth or corrugations, formed by groov-
ing the end of the shank J. These teeth cor-
respond with the teeth ¢ in the mortise ¢, 80
that when the shank is inserted into the mor-
tise ¢ the teeth d and ¢ will mesh together, as
seen in Fig, 2.

The mortise ¢ being wider at the end where
the teeth d and ¢ come together, the end of
shank /' may be moved more or less to one side
or other as it is inserted, thereby throwin g
the point of the seythe in or out. The teeth
willengage and hold the scythe at the desired
place.

To prevent the scythe working out endwisé
from the mortise ¢, I provide a cam-button, %,
which turns on a pin, 4, at the side of the rin g
b adjacent to the mortise ¢, and in such posi-
tion that when turned on its pin ¢ the cam-
edge of the button 7 will bear upon the shank
J upon the side opposite to the teeth g, and
bind the parts togther. The ring b is flattened
at the place where the button % is attached, so
that the end of the shank J projects and per-
mits the button % to bear upon it,

I have shown the cam-edge of the button J;
beveled to take into the dovetail groove & of
the shank f, thereby preventing end move-
ment of the scythe; but this groove % may be
dispensed with, and the teeth d and g tapered
instead, so that the cam % may lock them to-
gether. It is further evidenf that a wedge
might be used in place of the cam-button h.

The fastening above described forms a con-
venient and reliable means for the attachment
of a seythe to the snath. It may be made and
sold cheaply, and requires notoolsto operate it.
It also permits the seythes to be constructed
in a manner that makes a saving to the manu-
facturer, for the reason that there is no bent
end required upon the shank, and the bend-
ing of the ends is a source of considerable loss
ou account of the cracking and breaking which
occur during the bending operation.




I do not limit myself to the shape of the
parts as shown and described, as the same
may be varied without departing from my in-
vention.

Having thus deseribed my invention, Iclaim
astnew and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

1. The socket or ring b, provided with a
cross-mortise, ¢, and teeth or corrugations 4,
substantially as described, and for the purposes

set forth. _
9. The combinationof thecam-button 2 with
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the socket or ring b, having teeth or corruga-
tions d, and adapted to receive the toothed or
corrugated shank of the scythe, substantially
as and for the purpose set forth.

3. The scythe formed with a straight shanlk,
provided at its end with teeth or corrugations
¢, substantially as set forth.

ALBERT WELLINGTON FLANDERS.

Witnesses:
NanciE E. BURPEE,
HirAM L. BURPEE.
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