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To all whom 1t may conceyn:

Be it known that I, HANNUM BALDWIN, of
West Chester, in the county of Chester and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Bill and Pa-

. per Files, of which the following- is a specifi-

cation: .
This invention relates to animproved device

* for holding and filing bills, letters, and other

papers; and it has for its objeet to provide a
means by which any convenient number of such
papers, properly folded, may be conveniently
clamped together in a compact bundle and re-
tained, and ab the same -time to provide for
readily releasing one end of such bundle in or-
der that.the indorsements upon the separate
papers may be readily examined without sep-

arating the papers of the bundle, as more fully.

hereinafter specified.

My invention consists of arectangular base
or table provided with four vertical hollow
standards, two of which are stationary and
the other two pivoted to said base, so that
they may be turned down into a horizontal
position, each of said standards being provided
with alongitadinal slot or opening, into which
set the ends of two transverse binding-rods,
which are provided witlr binding - springs,
adapied to slide in the hollow standards and
hold tlie rods in any desired position, as more
fully hereinafter specified.

In the drawing, Figure 1 represents a per-
spective view of my improved device; and
Tig. 2 represents a transverse vertical section
through the base on the line x «, Fig. 1, and dia-

metriedlly through oneof the hinged standards.

Figl 3 is a side view with a portion of the base
and also a portion of the wall of one of the
standards cut away. Tig. 4 ig a detail view,
shewing the construction of the spring-slides.

Theletter A representsarectangularbase, con-
structedof wood orother suitablematerial; and
B Band B/ B, fonr vertical standards secunred
to the sides of the same near the ends thereof.
Said standards consist of Lollow metallic col-
mnnsslotted iongitudinally on their inner sides
from end to end, as shown at D, in which slots
set the ends of the transverse binding-bars X3,
which are provided with frietion-springs I,
setting in the hollow standardy, and adapied
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to expand and clamp against the interior sur-
faces of sail standaids. .

The standards B B are rigidly secured to
the base. A in any convenient manner, the
standards B’ B’ being pivoted to said base by
means of pivots G, the sides of said base be-
ing cut away toward the end, as shown at H,
to permit said pivoted standards to be turned
down into a horizontal position, for the purpose

.to be hereinafter specitied. Tachof said stand-

ards is open at the top for the insertion of the
cross-bars and their springs, and is provided
with a transverse serew, b, by means of which
said cross-bars are confined in said standards
after being placed therein.

The letter Irepresents two abutments, locat-
od at therear of each of the pivoted standards,
wilteh gerve-te-limit their-movement and re-
tain them in a horizontal position when cle-
vated. : :

Immediately below the pivoted ends of the
standards B’ B’ are located the free ends of
the flat springs K K, and secured to the lower
sideof saidbase. Said free endsof the springs
bear against the lower ends of the pivoted
standards, &nd serve to confine the same in po-
sition when' either elevated or depressed.

To file the papers in my improveéd device, the
transverse bars ave elevated by means ofi the
knobs M thereon a sufficient distance to leave
a proper space for the insertion of the papers.
After the same have been properly arranged
upon the base the cross-bars ave forced down
upon the papers, the friction-springs serving
to hold the same in place and seeure the pa-
pers i1 & compact bundle upon the base.

‘When it is desired to refer to any particular
paper the cross-bar secured between the piv-
oted standards is eleviated a sufficient distance,
and said stendards with the cross- bar are
thrown into @ horizontal position, so as to clear
one end of the bundle of papers and leave the
sane free to bo separpted and examined, the
other end of the bundle being securely held
by the eross-bar between the stationary stand-
ards. ‘

Whenitisdesired to remiove a paper entirely,
after the proper one has been selected, the
bar of the stationary standards is sufficiently
elevated to permit the paper to be slipped out.
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After this the pivoted standards and the eross-

bars may be returned to their normal posxtwn,
seearing the papers again.

The advanta ges of my invention consist in

its snnph(,ltv cheapneis of eonstriction, and.

the convenience with which it can be opor' .od
Moreover, it forms a' neat and ornamen yle-
vice, by me: ans of which the papers may 'be
temporarily retained in a compaet form, and
referred to or removed without inconvenience,
the whole occupyiung but little more room than
an ordinary 1)«[L]x’1°e of similar papers.

What I claim ig—

1. Inapaper-file, the combination, with slot-
ted tubular standards and a transverse or
cross bar, of friction- springs fitted in the
standards and attached tothe ends of the said
bar, and adapted to hold the same in any ad-
Justedposition by frietional contact, assetforth.
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2. The combinwiivi of the stationary stand-
ards with transverse elamping-bar, and the piv-
oted standards and transverse clampmg bar,
whereby the ends of the papers may be left
free in order to examine the papers separately,
stbistantially as specified.

3. The combination of the 1)1\vm,u standam.,
and’ their clamping-bar, the springs bearing
against said standards "for holding the sanwe
in a vertieal or horizontal position, substan-
tially as specified.

In testimony that I ciaini tie 1ulb;aumn i
have hereunto set my hand in the presence oi
the subscribing witnesses. -

KL \\I"\I BATDWIN,

Witnesses:
Joun A RLPELT
J. H. DARLI’\*GTON’ -




