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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, AUGUSTUS 8. BUNKER,
of Lawrence, in the county of Essex and State
of Massachusetts, have invented a new and
valuable Improvement in Tobacco - Cutters;
and I do hereby declare that the following is a,
tull, clear, and exact description of the construc-
tion and operation of the same, reference be-
ing had to the annexed drawings, making a
part of this specification, and to the letters
and figures of reference marked thereon.

Figure 1 of the drawingsis a representation
of a side elevation of a tobacco- cutter with
my invention applied. Fig. 2 is a cross-sec-
tion taken on line # # of Fig. 1. -

This invention has relation more particu-
larly to that class of entting-instruments used
for the purpose of eutting tobacco in the plug;

. and the object thereof is to devise means to

prevent the knife-blade from becoming elogged
with the tobacco, which tends to impede the
successful operation of the instrument in the
process of cutting or severing the pieces of
tobacco from the plug.

Theinvention therefore consistsin oneormore
serapers, which bear against the side or sides
of the cutting-blade, so that at every upward
stroke of the knife-blade the same is relieved
of any particles of tobacco that may adhere
thereto, as will be hereinafter more fally de-
scribed. ‘

As my invention is applicable to cutters of
various kinds, a detailed description of the
cutting-instrument is not deemed necessary, as
I have merely shown one of the many cuttin g-
instruments now used to more fully illustrate
the application and workings of my invention.

In the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents the frame of the cutting-instrument, se-
cured to a base, a; and B, the cutting-knife,
attached to a carrier, b, and to which is piv-
oted a suitable handle, C, connecting with a
curved rod, ¢, to a radius-arm, d, whereby
the knife is given the required cutting mo-
tion. To the sides of the frame B are suitably
secured plates C, provided with upwardly-
projecting arms e, to which are secured metal
or other suitable springs f, the same bearing

against the sides of the frame A. To the
plates C are bolted or otherwise secured
scrapers D, which bear upon the sides of the
knife. The plates C are so connected to the
frame A as to allow of a slight yielding mo-
tion to the varying thickness of the knife-
blade, thereby insuring the scrapers at all
times during the movement of the blade being
brought in contact therewith. ’

It will be readily understood that the device
herein described may be variously modified to
adapt the scrapers to different forms of cutting
instruments without departing from the es-
sence of my invention.

The scrapers D may be made of any suita-
ble material; but, in practice, I have found
metal to be better adapted to the purpose, a3
it more effectually cleans the knife-blade of the
tobaceco, and is less liable to become worn.
The springs f, which I have shown as flat, may
be coiled, or a rubber spring may be substi-
tuted, as it is not my desire to confine myself
to the precise material shown and the partic-
ular construction of the several parts herein

escribed.

Having now fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination, with a cutting-blade of
a tobacco-cutting instrument, of one or more
scrapers arranged to bear against the side or
sides of the blade, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth.

2. The combination, with a cutting-blade of
a tobaceo-cutting instrument, of one or more
scrapers, bearing against one or both sides of
the blade, and constructed or arranged to have
a yielding motion, and disposed at an incline
to the sides of the blade, substantially as and
for the purpose described.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subseribed my namein the presence
of two witnesses.

AUGUSTUS 8. BUNKER.

Witnesses:
JAMES ROPER,
GEORGE M. CoLBY.




