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To all whom it may concern:

-Be it known that I, LymMAn T. SmitH, of

New Haven, in the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented certain
new and- useful Improvements in Women's
Waistbands; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact description
of the same, which will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to makeand
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to letters of refer-
ence marked thereon, which form a part of
this specification. S

My improved woman's waistband is de-
signed for use with the corset, but may be
used without the corset. It is made to fit the
‘form of the wearer, and is in two parts; so as
to be adjusted to the waist, with a downward
extension from the front part adapted to con-
form to the upper part of the abdomen, to
brace and support the corset and the body.
It is of light spring metai or other suitable
material. : T

The front extension eurves downward from |

a point bearing upon the hips, and gives pro-

teetion to the springs of the corset at thehips |

and front, while holding the point of the cor-
set down and giving it a better and more com-
fortable set.
__the frount and back, and it has no elasticity in

the line of its length when the two parts are
joined, so that. it cannot yield, but gives a
rigid support to the corset and overlies its
front part.. ‘

~Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 repre-
sents my improved waistband as applied to a
‘corset; Fig. 2, the waistband; and Tig. 3, a
section of the band through the front-sup-
porting extension. :

The band is of concavo-convex form 1 cross-

section, and is made in two parts adapted to |-

It is attached to the corset at |

fit the wearer. The rear part, A,is wideenough -
to afford a good support to the baek, and the
front part, B, has a downward_ extension, C,
‘curving up and around to the hips, giving a
support to the front portion of the corset and
conforming to the upper part of the abdomen.
The waist portion of the band hasthe concavo-
convex form; but the front extension is con-
cave and fits over the point of the corset, pro-
tecting the springs at the hips and in front
from breaking at these points, and giving the
corset, & firm set-and a bracing support to the.
Dbody of the wearer. ) ) ]
The ends of the two parts are provided with
suitable buckles D, or other fastenings, to ad-
just the band to the size of the waist. Bach
part is fastened to the corset-at front and back
by buttons E on the corset and holes I in the
band. :
The device may be made of any suitable
material; but I prefer light spring metal or
celluloid, which also has sufficient elasticity,
and will not break. The front extension of
the band may be made of open work, for light-
ness, and its edge is slightly curved outward
to prevent edge contact. .
Ieclaim— =~
In combination with a corset, a waistband
consisting of a front and a rear part, hinged
or otherwise coupled at each side, and having. .
its front part formed with a downward exten-
sion, shaped as described, and adapted to
conform to the abdomen, substantially as set

_forth.

In testimony that' I- claim the foregoing I
have afiixed my signature in the presence of
two witnesses.

LYMAN T. SMITH.

- Witnesses:
Jurius TwWIss, _
AURENS M, HoLMES, .




