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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, JosEPH TAYLOR, of New
Orleans, in the parish of Orleans and State of
Louisiana, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Machines for Polishing Blind-
Slats, &e., of which the following is a specifi-
cation: ,

Blind-slats are cut out by machinery, and
the surface of them is left Dy the machine in
a rough state, so that they must be sandpa-
pered and polished to give them a good finish.

The object of my invention is to furnish a
machine for sandpapering or polishing the
surface of blind-slats or other articles, where-
by the work may be done neatly and with
great facility, .

I employ a polishing wheel or drum rotated
by competent power, and having its inner sur-
face lined with sand or emery paper or any
other polishing substances.

Thearticles to be polished are placed against
a guide or rest next to the polishing-surface,
and-moved back and forth by hand to polish
them. An exhaust-blower is connected with
the polishing-wheel ‘to draw away the dust
and particles removed by the wheel from the
surface under operation.

- In the drawing, Figure 1 is a side elevation
of the polishing-machine, and Fig. 2 is a ver-
tical section through the polishin g-wheel.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. '

@ ¢ is the supporting frame or stand of the
machine. b is a shaft, mounted in bearings
on the frame a, and carrying the fast and
loose pulleys ¢, for driving the machine, by a
belt from the motor.

The polishing-wheel consists of a hollow cyl-
inder, d, of wood or metal, supported loosely
in rings or bearings ¢, which are bolted fast
at f on the top of the frame ¢. The cylinder
dis revolved in the bearings e by a belt, g,
from a pulley, s, on the shaft b.

k I’ are heads for the cylinder d, made of
metal or other material, and held in place by
staples ¢ and screws %, so that they may be re-
moved at pleasure to ‘obtain access to the in-
terior of the cylinder 4. These heads serve to

retain the dust made by the machine and keep
it from flying about the room.

The interior surface of the cylinder or pol-
ishing-wheel 4 is lined with sand-paper, em-
ery-paper, or other polishing material,” and
this may be attached in sheets to the wheel d
by gluing or otherwise, as shown at

m is a rest or guide passing through the
wheel d from side to side, and held by rods n,
which are supported adj ustably in bearings o
by a thumb-screw, so that the rest m may be
raised and lowered. p is an exhaust-blower
fixed to the frame @, and operated by a belt
from the pulley p’ on the shaft b. g ¢ are
pipes from the blower p, passing through the
head I of the cylinder d. The head % of the
cylinder d is cut away sufficiently to allow the
workman to handle the work within the cyl-
inder, and the head A’ has an opening opposite
thereto to allow a blind-slat to pass through.

In operating the machine, a blind-slat is
laid across the bottom of the wheel d, against
the rest m, as shown at r, and then, by mov-
ing the slat slightly back and forth, it is pol-
ished by the polishing-surface . The blower
» draws away the dust from the machine while
the work is being done. The inner circum-
ference of the wheel d conforms to the curve
of the slat, thereby aiding in giving the proper
shape to the slat. ' .

It is to be understood that this machine
may be used for other purposes than polishing
blind-slats, as any article of wood or metal
can be placed within the machine for abrad-
ing or polishing its surface. The finish put
upon the surface will depend upon the fineness
of the materjal nsed upon the wheel d.

Having thus described my invention, I claim

as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—
. 1. The combination of a rotary drum hav-
ing polishing-surface on inside, a movable rest,
and an exhaust - blower, as shown and de-
scribed, for the purpose specified.

2. The blower p, in combination with the
polishing-drum ¢ and heads I, substantially
as and for the purposes set forth.
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