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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

HERMANN LINGEN, OF WHEELING, WEST VIRGINIA.

IMPROVEMENT IN MEASURING-JACKETS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 207,880, dated September 10, 1878; application filed
June 22, 1878,

To all whom it may concern: :

Be it known that I, HERMANN LINGEN, of
Wheeling, in the county of Ohio and State of
West Virginia, have invented a new and Im-

proved Measuring-Jacket, of which the follow- |

ing is a specification: , :

In cutting out dress and frock coats by the
system generally in use it is usual to take the
breast and waist measure of the person to be
fitted, and from those measurements and such
others as the cutter may be able to make the
body of the coat is cut out. As these meas-
urements are, to a great extent, indefinite, it
is necessary to try on the garment with the
seams basted together and fit it to the person
by letting out or altering the seams. This pro-
cess causes considerable trouble, especially in
fitting deformed persons, and it is not entirely
reliable. . :

A measuring-jacket has therefore been de-
vised which is similar in form to the body of
a frock coat, and having its seams united by
elastic cords, to permit them to open more or
less to allow the jacket to conform itself to
the shape of the body of the person being meas-
ured.

My invention is an improvement in this class
of measuring-jackets; and it consists, first,
in attaching hooks to the elastic seam-lacing:
cords, which hooks may be adjusted from one
eyelet to another, for the purpose of adjusting
the tension of the cords as required by the
shape of the person; second,in attaching fac-
ings or flaps to the jacket along the seamns, on
which the variations from the normal or uasual
shape may be marked with chalk, such varia-
tions being indicated by the greater or less
divergence or width of the seams; third, in
providing the jacket with pads, constructed
and arranged as hereinafter described.

In the drawing, Figure 1 is an elevation of
the back part of my measuring-jacket. Fig.
2 is a front view, and Fig. 3 is a view of the
same with the front open.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. ‘ o

I prefer to make the jacket from corduroy
or similar material, which will cling to the
body but will not stretch.

@ @ are the front and side portions of the
body, and b is the back portion, having side

seams ¢ ¢ and shoulder-seams d d, similar to a
frock coat.

Instead of being sewed, as usual, the seams
¢cand dd are connected by elastic cords e
and £, which pass through the eyelet-holes g g
and® I along the edges of the seams ¢ ¢ and
d d on both sides.

Upon the front pieces, ¢ @, adjacent to the
seams ¢ ¢ and d d, there is a facing, 4 4, of
black cloth, preferably about two inches wide,
upon the outside of the jacket, and there is
also attached to the front pieces, ¢ a, at the
seams on the under side loose flaps k k, of
black cloth, (see Fig. 3,) which lap under the
seams. .

I also provide, at the seams ¢ cand d d, hooks
11, connected to the back portion, b, of the
jacket by elastic cords passing through the
eyelet-holes g ¢; and on the front portion, a ¢,
there is a second row, m, of eyelet-holes ad-
jacent to each seam, but farther from the seam
than the eyelets . Upon the front portions,
a, of the jacket, at the bottom edge, on the
part which covers the abdomen, I provide the

‘vertical cuts nn, which are closed by the elas-

tic cords o o passing through eyelet-holes p p
on each side, and provided with hooks ¢ on
the front part, o. Upon the under side of the
seams n % there is a piece. of elastie cloth, 7,
(see Fig. 3,) which is attached to both sides
of the seam n. I prefer to use the elastic cloth
r at this point, as the strain is much greater
on. this seam # » than at any other when the
jacket is stretched by the person.

At the back of the jacket, upon the portion
b, I provide a horizontal cut, extending from
one arm-hole, s, to the other, and this cut is
held together by an elastic cord, ¢, passing
from side to side across the cut through the
eyelet-holes % u, and there are hooks v v at-
tached to the lower eyelet-holes, %, by an elas-
tic cord. There is also a facing, ¢/, and flap
&' at the edges of this cut, similar to the seams
cand d. At the front of the shoulders there
is a horizontal cut, w, from the arm -holes s,
connected by a non-elastic cord, y. -

z z are pads, which are usually used with
coats to fill out the hollow of the body at the
front of the armpits. I have shown these ex-
tending over the top of the shoulder, and con-
nected to the front and side of the garment
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by non-elastic cords o’ through eyelet-holes,
and on the back and top of the shoulder by
elastic cords &’. The movement of the elas-
tic seams of the garment, when on the person,
renders the elastic connections ’ of the pads
z necessary, so that the pads may shift. The
cords &’ and ¥ pass through eyelet-holes in
the body of the garment and through the pad.

The measuring-jacket is put upon the per-
son, and the elastic seams and cuts permit it
to assume the shape of the body. If the front
or back is too short at the shoulders, the seams
d d will open, and the flaps k & may be marked
to show the amount of opening, or a note made
of it; but if these portions are too long, the
edge of the back portion at d may be hooked
over the row of eyelet-holes m on the front
part, a, and.the elastic connection of the hooks
I permits the seam to adjust itself to the per-
son, and the amount to be cut off of the front
« may then be marked upon the facing i.

The operation at each of the seams and cuts
is the same as just described for the shoulder-
seam. The cutsn n permit the jacket to open
for the size of the stomach, and it may be
marked upon the elastic cloth . The cord y

may be tied to open or close the cut w for the
size of the arm-hole, and the horizontal cut
across the back from shoulder to shoulder per-
mits the back portion, b, to adjust itself for an
unusually tall or long-waisted man, and it also
may be hooked shorter by the hooks v for a
person shorter than the average.

It will be evident that, these changes caused
by the shape and size of the person being care-
fully marked and noted, the original pattern
of the jacket may be laid upon the cloth, and
the garment cut according to the variations
from the pattern; and a deformed person may
be as readily fitted as a man of average build.

.Ido not limit myself to the shape of the
measuring-garment shown, nor to the position
of the seams and cuts, nor the manner of con-
necting the seams to render them elastic, as
these particulars may be varied without de-
parting from my invention.

Having thus deseribed my invention, T claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

1. The combination of the elastic cords and
hooks attached thereto with the seamed meas-
uring-jacket, having eyelets located adjacent
to the seams, as shown and described.

2. The facings and flaps attached to the
Jjacket at the elastic seams, substantially as
and for the purposes set forth.

3. The pads 2z, connected to the measuring-
garment, substantially as and for.the purposes

-set forth.

HERMANN LINGEN.

‘Witnesses:
Louis D. BLUOMFIELD,
Jonn M. Brosr,
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