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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

HENRY B. SCHOLES,

OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN COMBINED BEDSTEAD AND FIRE-ESCAPE..

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 20'7,899, dated September 10, 1878 ; application filed
February 21, 1878.

To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, HENRY BRIDE SCHOLES,
of the city of Brooklyn, in the county of Kings
and State of New York, have invented new
and useful Improvements in Bedsteads, which
improvements are fully set forth in the follov-
ing specification, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings.

The object of my invention is to construct
a bedstead in such manner that various parts
of it may be made available as a fire-escape.

I do this by making parts of the bedstead—
to wit, the side and end pieces and bottom
pieces of the bedstead—in the form of ladders,
hinged or linked together, the said sides and
end pieces being providedeith prongs and
recesses to receive and hold the posts, so that
these parts or pieces may be combined so as
to make a continuous ladder or means by
which a safe descent may be effected from the
windows of a building in case of fire or other
obstruction to the ordinary means of egress.

In the drawings, Figure 1, Plate I, repre-
sents a view of a bedstead so constructed;
Fig. 2, a horizontal sectional view of the frame
of such bedstead; Fig. 3, Plate IT, a top view
of a bottom of such bedstead F]gs 4,5,and
6, top views of different forms of bottoms of
such bedsteads; Fig. 7,the side and end pieces
of a bedstead secured to a bed-post extended
as a ladder, and connected with one section of
bottom shown in Fig. 3; Fig. 8, a bottom of
bedstead shown in Tig. 6, made of wire rope,
extended as a ladder; Iig. 9, part of the bot-
tom of bedstead shown in Fig. 3; Fig. 10, the
side and end pieces of an ordinary frame bed-
stead connected together in line with bottom
pieces shown in Fig. 4, attached so as to form
a means of escape; I'ig.11, two of the bottom
pieces shown in Fig. 5, extended as an es-
cape. -

In the several figures similar letters indi-
cate similar parts ot the bedstead or escape.

A A represent sides of bedstead; B B, end
pieces; C, bed-posts; w, shoulders of posts to
sustain fmme, @ &, pins connecting end with |

side pieces, on which they may swing; e, lock-
pin to secure frame together; D D, bottom
pieces; E E, cross - bars to support bottom
pieces; ¢ 4, chalns, links, rings, or wire rope
to connect bottom pieces ; o, pin to secure bot-
tom piece in extension W1t]1 end and side
pieces; w, hooked end of one of bottom pieces;
¢ ¢, Tootholds of end or side or bottom pieces;
x %, projections from side and end pieces made
to fit and hold bed-posts in position ; I, mova-
ble lock-piece ; 2, holes for lock-pin e.

I have thus shown a bedstead with side and
end pieces jointed together or hinged in such
way that by taking out the lock-pin ¢, at one
corner, the sides and ends may at once be
drawn out in line, while in the operation the
bed-posts will drop or fall out of position, the
one at the end being secured, as shown in 1‘10
7, to act as a bar and support of the escape at'~"
the window. The bottom pieces may then be -
attached to the sides and end pieces by the
pin o0, and an escape of considerable length
will thus be formed.

‘It is obvious, also, that the end and side
pieces may be successively brought into the
position of a bedstead - frame, and the bed-
posts may then be restored to their proper po-
sitions, and the whole frame may then be se-
cured together by the lock-pin ¢, as shown in
Fig. 1.

Such bedsteads may be made of wood or
iron or of other suitable material having the

-requisite strength.

I claim as my invention—

The improved bedstead and fire-escape con-
sisting of sides and ends and bottom made of
ladder-sections hinged or linked together,sub-
stantially as shown and described, said ends
and sides being provided with pronfgs or re-
cesses to receive the posts, as and for the pur-
pose set forth,

HENRY B. SCHOLES.
Witnesses:

E. T. Ricg,
C. J. CATALEY,



