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To all whom 4t may concern :

Be it known that I, JoEN H. MARTIN, of
Columbus, in the county of Franklin and State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Trace-Carriers, of which
the following is a specification:

This invention relates to an improved trace-
carrying device specially adapted for use in

that class of harness which has no back-strap;

and its object is to provide the harness-pad of
such harness on both sides with trace-carriers,
with which the trace-cockeyes may be readily
engaged when not in use, and from which car-
riers the trace-cockeyes are not liable to dis-
engagement by jolting. _

The invention consists in a hook or cateh
having its point inclined to one side and pro-
vided with a flat perforated shank atright an-
gles to the hook, which is adapted to be se-
cured to the harness-pad by a terret-screw or
other screw, that unites the parts of the pad
together, and from which  shank projects a
tongue, lapping the point of the hook or cateh,
and inclined in an opposite direction there-
from, the portion of the said hook or eatch be-
tween the point and shank being gradually
broadened from the shank to and including a
part of the bend of the hook, and then gradu-
ally contracted to the point, whereby « broad
base is presented for securing and supporting
the cockeye of the trace when not in use.

The invention further consists in a harness-
pad provided with a trace-carrying hook or
cateh, which is secured to said pad by having
its shank clamped under the shoulder or head
of a terret-screw or other screw, which unites
the parts of the pad together,so that the hook
or catch will project outward or edgewise from
the animal when the harness is in use, the dis-
tance in a lateral direction between the hook
or catch and the tongue projecting from the
shank being sufficient to permit the edgewise
passage of the smaller portion of a trace-cock-
eye, but the lapping of the hook or catch and
tongue preventing the cockeye from disen-
gagement when inserted, turned, and allowed
to hang freely.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of my improved trace-car-
rier with a trace-cockeye placed therein, the

same being shown in dotted lines. Fig.2isa
view of the same with a trace-cockeye in posi-
tion for engagement therewith. Fig. 3is a
view of the same attached to a2 harness-pad.
Figs. 4 and 5 illustrate the modes of securing
the earrier to the pad.

Referring to the drawings, the letter A indi.
cates the hook or catch, having its point & in-
clined to one side; and B represents the flat
shank, at right angles to the hook, having a
suitable opening or perforation, b. The dia-
metric plane of thisflat shank is at about right
angles to the general plane of the hook or
cateh, and from said shank projects a tongue,
C, which serves as a guard to the displace-
ment of the cockeye when the same is con-
nected with the hook or catech., The said
tongue C extendsin the direction of the hook
or catch, beyond or lapping its point, and is
inclined in a direction opposite the inclination
of the hook or catch point to a sufficient dis-
tance to permit the passage  between it and
said point of the neck or small portion of a
trace-cockeye, as_illustrated in the drawings,
the letter D indieating the cockeye, and d its

‘neck or smallest portion.

The customary form of these cockeyes is as
shown in the drawings, the metal or rim hav-
ing the greatest diameter at the outer end of

.the eye, and gradually contracting toward the

shank. The distance between the point of the
hook or cateh and the tongue should not be
sufficient to permit the passage of this larger
portion ; but even if it were, the lapping of
the tongue, which in reality serves as a gnard
against displacement of the cockeye when con-
nected with the hook, prevents disengagement
of the cockeye by jolting, as, when far enough
forward to escape the hook or catch, it will be
prevented bythe tonguefrom rising,and when -
far enough back to escape the tongue it will
be caught by the hook or cateh when jolted up-
ward. i

In Fig. 3 the trace-carrier is shown as hav-
ing its shank secured to a harness-pad by a
terret-screw, which passes through its opening
or perforation, theshoulderof theterret clamp-
ing the shank upon the pad. _

In lieu of coufining the hook or catch upon
the pad bymeans of a terret, the same may be
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secured in position by a bolt or screw, that
unites the parts of the pad together.

It will be observed, from the construction
given the trace-carrier hook or catch, that the
same can be readily attached to harness-pads
now in use by simply having its shank placed
under the shoulder of the terret or confined
in place by a bolt or screw, as illustrated in
Figs. 4 and 5.

‘What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. A hook or catch having its pointinclined
to one side, and provided with a flat perfo-
rated shank at right angles to the hook, from
which projects a tongue lapping the point of
the hook or catch and inclined in an opposite
direction therefrom, the portion of the hook or
catch between the pointand shank being grad-
uallybroadened from the shank to and includ-
ing a part of the bend of the hook, and then

gradually contracted tosaid point,said hook or
cateh being thus adapted to be secured to a‘har-
ness-pad by a terret or other screw, that con-
nects the parts of the pad together, substan-
tially as herein shown and described.

2. A harness-pad provided with a trace-car-
rying hook or catch for supporting the traces
when not in use, secured to said pad by hav-
ing its shank clamped under the shoulder of
a terret or other screw or bolt, that unites the
parts of the pad together, substantially as de-
scribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I

liave hereunto set my hand in the presence of

the subscribing witnesses.
JOHN H. MARTIN.

Witnesses:
ALBERT H. NORRIS, -
JAS. A. RUTHERFORD.
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