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To all whom it may concern : :

Be it known that we, HARRY H. Kocu
and DANIEL LYNAHAN, both of Buffalo, in
the county of Erie and State of New York,
have made certain Improvements in Shoe-Lace
Clasps, of which the following is a specifica-
tion: '

This invention is t6 provide boot and shoe
stores with a device that can be fastened to
the wall or any convenient place, and in the
spring-jaws of which the laces will be held
tightly, but ean be drawn out one by one, or
a pair at a time, the object being to prevent
their snarling or knotting up, as they do when
in boxes or elsewhere, every time one is drawn
out; and the invention consists in its con-
struction, as hereinafter explained.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion with the jaws slightly apart; Fig. 2, a
front view.

A represents a flat metal piece, with holes
@ a at the top and bottom, to fasten it to a
wall, bracket, wooden strip, or other conven-
ient place in a shoe-store. This has formed
on it, and projecting outward, an upwardly-
cuarved jaw, b. At the upper end is a guide-
Iug, ¢, with an opening or hole therein, through
which a rod, B, plays up and down. About
midway, more or less,on this is formed an out-
wardly - projecting and downwardly - curved
jaw, ¥, corresponding to jaw b on the piece A,
the two jaws closing and opening side by side,
as shown in Fig. 1. The two jaws form a
mouth or clasp, D, between the jaws of which
the laces are hung, the jaws being first sepa-
rated. The lower part of the rod B’ is made
flat and slotted, as shown at e, and works up
and down on a guide-pin, d, with a head, the
other part being fastened into the piece A.

Just above the slot e isa projectilon, thumb,

“or lug-piece, £, to push up to open the jaws ¥/,

and which is automatically thrown back, clos-
ing onto the laces by a spiral spring, g, sur-
rounding the rod B, kept in place by the top
lug ¢ and the flat part B’. As the bunch of.
laces diminishes in number the clasp closes it-
self against those remaining in the Jjaws until
the last one is gone. There is sufficient up-
and-down play of the jaw b’ to meet all re-
quirements. The clasp may be reversed in
position on the wall, so that the movable jaw
can be pulled down or pushed up; as is most .
convenieut.

For a variety of laces a number of these
clasps could be employed side by side on a
slat or bracket; but two or more set in differ-
ent parts of a shop will be found most con-
venient. These jawsare smooth and rounded,

- and will permit the brass ends of the laces to

slip through easily.

We claim— . :

The clasp consisting, essenti ally, of the piece
A, having the jaw b and guide-lug ¢ thereon,
the rod B B’ with the jaw ¥/, the slot e. and
spiral spring ¢/, and the guide-pin d and lug £,
all constructed and arranged substantially as
and for the purpose specified.

Inwitness whereof wehave hereunto signed
our names in the presence of two subscribin g

witnesses.
HARRY H. KOCH.
DANIEL LYNAHAN.
Witnesses:
J. R. DRAKE,

T. H. PARSONS.




