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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM B. ALLEN, of
Orleans, in the county of Ontario and State of
New York, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Vehicle-Seat Locks; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it pertains to make and use it, reference
beinghad to theaccompanying drawings,which
form part of this specification.

My invention relates to certain improve-
ments in vehicle-seat locks, and is designed to
provided means whereby the seat is prevented

from any liability of tipping backward, as is.

common with movable seats. The lock or fast-
ening is of such a character that it necessitates
the tipping forward of the seat in order to dis-
connect its engagement with the device which
prevents it from being moved in a horizontal
line to and fro on the bearing-surfaces for the
seat-supports.

Theinvention consists in providing the seat-
supports with vertically-inclined braces, se-
cured thereto at their upper extremities, while
their lower extremities project forwardly, and
are adapted to engage with suitable fastenings
seeured to the side body of the wagon,

In the drawings, Figure 1is aview,in front
perspective, of a seat embodying my inven-
tion, TFig.2isaview,in perspective, of a seat-
support, detached. Fig. 3 is a modification
view,

The seat-support A is provided with the ver-
tically-inclined brace B, secured thereto at its
upper extremity, while its lower extremity pro-
jects forwardly, and is formed with a right-
angular lug, b, which is adapted to engage with
the under surface of the seat-supporting rail
Cin a vertical plane passing in front of the
seat-sapport. The bearing-edge of the seat-
support is provided with one or more studs, a,
(preferably two,) which project-vertically be-
low the surface of said bearing-edge, and are
adapted to engage with the bearing-surface of
the seat-supporting rail. These studs may,
if desired, be quite small, so as to provide a
frictional surface,which, by reason of the weight
on the seat, will render it impossible to move
the latter in either horizontal direction on the

rail; or, if otherwise desired, they may be of
greater dimension and fit into corresponding
holes formed in the rail. In either instance
the seat is securely held against accidental dis-

placement, and it cannot be forced in sliding

movement upon the supporting-rail.

In order to allow the removal of the seat
from the wagon or the change of its position
in the same, it is necessary to tip the seat for-
ward, and thus permit the frictional engage-
ment existing between the studs on the seat-
supports and the supporting-rail to be discon-
nected. The seat can be slid along with the
forward ends of its supports having bearing
upon their respective supporting-rails until
the desired point of position is obtained, when
the seat is allowed to rest in even horizontal
line, with the entire length of the bearing-sur-
faces of its supports resting on therails, The
studs in these supports find new engagement
with said rails, and the seat is held secure in
position, as before,

This construction and adaptation of parts
obviates all tendency on the part of the seat
to tip backward, as is now the common fault
with movable seats; and a movement the ex-
act reverse of that which locked the seat in
engagement with its supporting-rails is nec-
essary to dislodge or change its position.

“In the modification view of my invention a
form of construction is shown adapted to lock
a seat by the same principle of fastening to
the wagon or vehicle when no seat-supporting
rails are used and the seat-supports have bear-

‘ing directly on the fop edge of the side body,

D, of the wagon. In this instance the brace
B'is formed without its lateral lug b, and, in-
stead thereof, itis formed with a recess or slot,
0',inthe upperedge of itsforwardly-inclined ex-
tremity. This slot engages with a staple, pin,
or other suitablefastening device, E,secured to
the side body of the wagon, and accomplishes
the same purposeattained by the engagement of
thelug b with theseat-supportingrail. Therear
body of each of the seat-supports is provided
with a vertical cleat, T, secured thereto, and
projecting downwardly, so as to pass through a
staple, G, which latter is secured to the inner
side of the wagon-body. This cleat-and-staple
engagement accomplishes the same function
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obtained in the first-described form of con-
struction, by the engagement of the studs «
with the seat-supporting rail.

It is apparent that the same result is ob-
tained by these two mechanical adaptations of
the principle of my invention to a seat sup-
- ported upon rails and to a seat supported di-
rectly on the top edge of the side body of a
wagon. In both instances the vertically-in-
clining braces, which project forwardly of the
seat and are suitably engaged with devices
which secure them to the wagon or other ve-
hicle, prevent the seat from tipping backward;
and also, in order to remove or change the po-
sition of the seat, the latter must first be
tipped forward, when it can then be slid into
new position or removed from the wagon, as
described.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

A seat-lock consisting in the combination,
with a seat-support, of a forwardly-inclined
brace, which engages with the under side of
the seat-supporting rail, said support being
also provided with vertical studs or projec-
tions depending from its bearing-surface, and

-adapted to engage with the npper side of said

supporting-rail, substantially as set forth.

In testimony thatI claim the foregoing I have
hereunto set my hand and seal this 20th day of
July, 1878.

WILLIAM B. ALLEN.

In presence of—

PLINY J. SEXTON,
D. ANDERSON.
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