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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE P. GOFF, of

‘Washington, in the county of Washington and
District of Columbia, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Buckles, which im-
provement is fully set forth in the following
specification, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings.

The object of ny invention is to improve and
cheapen the construction of the class of buckles
that are specially adapted to boots and shoes;
and the nature of the improvement consistsin
forming the attaching-plate with an eyelet or
eyelets integral therewith, as will be herein-
after fully described.

The class of buckles for which my improve-

mentis specially adapted is one having a frame

of any form that may suit the taste or fancy,
and provided with a central cross-bar, towhich
bar the tongue is pivoted, and also a piece of
thin sheet metal, the latter being for the pur-
pose of attaching it to a strap, the upper of a
boot or shoe, or other article where a buckle
of this . character is found to be necessary.
This hinged or pivoted metallic plate has been
constructed with perforations to adapt it to
be attached by means of staples, rivets, &e.;
and it has also been provided with penetrat-
ing prongs or points struck from the plate,
and also with a T or anchor shaped fasten-
ing at the end. These forms are objection-
able for several reasons: When rivets or sta-
ples are used a separate machine is necessary
for upsetting the rivet or staple,and thebuckle
is not a-complete article initself,requiring sep-
arate attaching devices. When the plate has
been formed with points or prongs integral
therewith an independent machine is also nee-
essary for its attachment, and it is found in
practice that the vibrations of the buckle in
wearing cause the sharp edges of the prongs
or anchor to cut the leather or other material,
and thus frequently become detached, besides
injuring the article to which it has been ap-
plied. '

The purpose of my invention is to overcome
these objections.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1is a view
of my buckle and plate attached to an ordi-
nary strap. Tig.2 is a reverse view with part
of the strap broken away, showing the eyelets

struck up from the internal portion of the
plate, and Fig. 3 is a view with but one eyelet
struck from the plate. .

Likelettersof reference indicate correspond-

ing parts.
-. A is the frane of the buckle, which may be
square, oval, rectangular, or of any other suit-
able form. This frame is pivoted with a cen-
tral cross-bar, B, to which the tongue C of the
buckle is pivoted.. D is the attaching-plate.
It is recessed in the center to straddle the
tongne on the cross-bar, and has lugs or ears
formed on the projecting ends, which are bent
over the cross-bar, and by means of which it
is pivoted thereto. In the other end of the
plate I strike up one or more eyelets from the
internal portion of the plate. These eyelets
project a sufficient distance above the horizon-
tal plane of the plate to allowthem to be passed
through the material and be upset.

To attach the buckle it is only necessary to
punch a hole or holes through the strap, the
upper of a shoe, or other material, pass the
eyelets through the holes, and upset the same,
and the buckle is attached in a firm and se-
cure manner; and should the buckle break at
any time it can easily be removed and re-
placed by another without injury to the ma-
terial.

While my buckle may be used for a variety
of purposes, it is specially adapted for boots
and shoes, and as nearly every shoe-manufac-
turer uses an eyelet-setting machine, no special
machinery is necessary in applying it. It is
also a complete article in itself, having integral
with it its means of attachment,and possesses,
in addition, the quality of cheapness, since it
requires no separate staples, rivets, sewing, or
their equivalents, and the plate can be made
much smaller than if formed with points or
prongs, since the use of the latter results in
considerable waste of the metal from which
the plate is formed in the process of manufac-
ture.

I do not claim, broadly, a buckle having its
tongue and a sheet-metal attaching-plate
hinged to one of its cross-bars, for such,l am
aware, is not new; but,

Having fully deseribed the construction and
operation of my buckle, what I claim as new,
and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—
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1. An attaching-plate fcr buckles provided
at one end with suitable lugs or ears, to adapt
it to be pivoted to the cross-bar of a buckle,
and having at the other end an eyelet or eye-
lets struck from and integral with the said
plate, substantially as specified.

2. A buckle having its tongue and an at-
taching-plate pivoted to one of its cross-bars,
the said plate being provided with an eyelet

-
or eyelets struck from said plate, and adapted
to be applied to a shoe or other article, sub-
stantially in the manner and for the purposes
specified.
GEO. P. GOFT.
‘Witnesses:
GEORGE W. Baagg,
JoEN W. BELL.
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