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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JAMES A, LAKIN, of
Westfield, in the State of Massachusetts, have
invented a new and useful Hem-Stitching At-
tachment for Sewing-Machines; and that the
following is a full, clear, and exact deseription
thereof, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawing, making a part of this specifi-
cation, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon.

The object of my invention is to provide an
adjustable hem-stitch attachment for a sewing-
machine, to be attached to the cloth-plate of
the machine, and adapted to automatically ad-
just itself and the work which is being sewed
to the movements of the feed; and my inven-
tion consists of a guide-bar, through which
extends the slotted plate, attached to and
made adjustable upon the guide-bar, so that
the needle-hole and its opening may be ad-
justed to any desired distance from the guide.
The latter is provided with a spring to keep
the two parts of the work up and prevent it
from getting caught between the lower edge of
the guide and the cloth-plate, and the guide-
bar is hinged to a slotted bar, by which the
device is attached to the cloth-plate of the ma-
chine, all which will be more fully hereinafter
described.

Figure I is a perspective view of my inven-
tion. N

In the drawing, O is the guide-bar, having
the slot or recess f made through the vertical
portion, through which extends the horizontal
plate B, having the needle-hole e made through
it, and the opening ¢ extending from the nee-
dle-hole to the edge of the plate, and the plate
is made adjustable upon the guide-bar by the
screws o, turned through the slots m into the
guide-bar. The guide-bar is provided with a
spring, f, to prevent the work from being
caught between the lower edge of the guide
and the cloth-plate,

The guide-bar. C is attached to the slotted

bar A Dby means of a hinge, ¢, so that when
the slotted bar is serewed firmly down to the
cloth-plate the gunide-bar, together with the
plate B and spring #; may have a free move-
ment up and down with the feed.

To use the device, after the bar A is secured
firmly to the cloth-plate and the device is ad-
justed, with the presser-foot of the machine
upon the plate B, and the needle-hole in the
latter corresponding vertically with the nee-
dle-hole in the presser-foot of the machine, the
work is placed, one part over the plate B, be-
tween it and the presser-foot, and the other
part beneath the plate B, between it and the
feed, and both parts of the work above the
spring k. The sewing is then proceeded with,
and the stitches as they are formed pass along
out the opening ¢, the plate B and guide C
rising and falling as the feed operates against
the work to move it along. The device thus
adapts itself and the material being sewed to
all the different positions and movements of
the feed automatically, and all andune strain
upon the work and thread is thus obviated.

The device may be operative without the
spring; but in practice 1 prefer to use it or a
projection similar in position and form, (I pre-
fer the spring,) to prevent the work from be-
ing ocecasionally canght between the cloth-
plate and guide as the latter is raised by the
movement of the feed.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new is—

1, The guide C, provided with the adjusta-
ble plate B, combined with and hinged to the
bar A, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth. ‘

2. The combination of the guide C, plate B,
and spring 1 with the bar A, substantially as
and for the purpose herein desecribed.

JAMES A. LAKIN.

‘Witnesses:

ANDREW L. BUsH,
J. R. DUNBAR.



