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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

EDWARD J. BROOKS,

OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

IMPROVEMENT IN METALLIC SEALS.

Specification forming pavt of Letters Patent No. 209,008, dated October 15, 1878; applieation filed
Octolier 1, 1878: .

Te all whom it may concern

Be it known that I, EDwWARD J. BROOKS, of
the city and county of New York,in the State
of New York, have invented a new and useful
Tmprovement in Metallic Seals, of whieh the
following is a full, clear, and exact specifica-
tion.

My presenf invention relates to the combi-
nation of a labeling-tag with a metallie seal,
such as a cording-seal, the objects being to
readily attach the former in the act of press-
ing the seal, and so as to support the tag in
the most secure and convenient manner, and
so as to permanently attach the pressed seal-
disk thereto for future reference.

Heretofore the only method of attaching
such a tag has been topass the shackle through
a hole or eyelet in the tag before applyving the
seal-disk.  The tag thus attached was in the
way during the pressing operation. It could
not be readily examined, owing to the angle
at which it was unavoidably held, and it was
not adapted to form a permanent record in
combination with the seal, the seal in such
examples being detached in the act of sever-
ing the shackle.

My said invention consists in a soft-metal
seal-disk having one or more projecting studs,
and adapted to receive a shackle of any pre-
ferred form, in combination with an eyelet or
its equivalent in a labeling-tag, for attaching
the latter in the manner and for the objects
above stated, as hereinafter more fully set
forth. v

Figure 1 of the accompanying drawings isa
face view of the separated parts of a combined
cording-seal and tag, illustrating this inven-
tion. Ifig. 2 is an edge view of the seal-disk
of the same; and Figs. 3 and 4 are front and
rear views of the said seal and tag after the
seal-disk lhas been pressed. Tig.5 is a face
or back view, and Fig. 6 an edge view, of an
unpressed seal-disk, illustrating a modifica-
tion. Fig. 7 is a face or back view, and Xig.
3 an edge view, of another unpressed seal-
disk, illnstrating another modification. TFig.
9 is a face view, and Fig. 10 a central longi-
tudinal section, of another pressed seal, illus-
trating the application of the invention to flat
shackles. : '

Likeletters of reference indicate correspond-
ing parts in the several figures.

The combined cording-seal and tag, illus-
trated by Figs. 1, 2, 3, and 4, consists of a
shackle, S, of cord or twine, a metallic seal-
disk, D, which may be of lead, copper, or a
soft alloy, adapted to be fastened upon the
former, and to receive an imprint in a hand-
press, and a labeling-tag, T, which may be of
paper or any preferred material.

The separated parts of the unpressed seal,
as represented in Figs. 1 and 2, show their in-
dividual construction. The shackle 8, which
is simply illustrative, is a plain piece of cord
or twine of proper length.

The seal-disk D is molded with ordinary
threading-apertures « «, parallel to its face,
and with a cut-away back, ), to equalize the
thickness of metal therein, and with a stud, ¢,
projecting at right angles from its flat face,
this stud being notched or grooved at its base
to form a shoulder, d. Said stud ¢, without .
limitation to its shape or ‘shoulder, and tlie
said threading-apertures- ¢, or their equiva-
lent, are the only essential features of this
construction.

The tag T has an ordinary metallic eyelet,
¢, at its upper end, forming an aperture which
1is adapted to receive said stud ¢, and the in-
formation which said tag is designed to im-
part and preserve is in part printed thereon,
including a number, £, for the seal. The said
printed matter will vary with the nuse for which
the seal is designed, and is not an essential
feature.

As another provision for preventing dupli-
cation or counterfeiting and for distinguish-
ing the tags of different companies, which is
the primary object of such printed matter, I
propose the use of a tint or combination of
tints, or lathe-work engraving, or the like,
printed or otherwise applied to the tags, as a
part of the process of manufacture.

In the illustration the tag is designed for a
railway freight-car, and shows, in use, the road
to which the seal belongs, the route, destina-
tion, and contents of the car, the number. of
the car, in connection with that of the seal,
and the places and dates of sealing and un-
sealing, with the signatures of the agents who
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performed the two operations ; and on the back
is space for remarks, which may include the
condition of the seal when the shackle was
cut. Said tag is thus adapted to contain all
the matter for which a card, tacked or other-
wise attached to the side of the car, is com-
monly employed, together with a seal-number,
and all the requisite information in regard to
the sealing and unsealing of the car.

The shackle S is passed through the seal-
ing staples of a car-door, for example, and its
ends are passed through the seal-disk D in
ordinary manner. The tag T is then applied,
face outward, to the stud ¢ on the face of the
seal-dislk, and is held back against said face
by the shoulder d of said stud. The seal-
disk is now pressed in the usual manner, orin
a similar way, withoutany additional trouble,
the dies being adapted to leave an impression
on the pressed stud, as well as on the more
ample back of the seal. In the illustration
the pressed stud shows the initials of the road
to which the seal belongs, together with a spe-
cial mark, and the back shows the place at
which the seal was pressed. If preferred, the
face of the tag may be turned toward the back
of the seal-disk, and the imprint need only
be in one surface in some cases. In either
case the tag is attached in the act of pressing
the seal, and the former is supported in verti-
cal position, parallel to the surface against
which the seal hangs.

The pressed stud ¢, in combination with the

. metallic eyelet ¢, forms a most secure fasten-
ing, the softer metal of the former embracing
the latter on all sides, so as to render it prac-
ticallyimpossiblete detaclia tag fromapressed
seal without the tampering being manifest.
All the parts of the pressed seal, including
the tag which bears its number, &ec.,are thus
permanently united, and constitute together
most reliable evidence for preservation.

Figs. 5 and 6 illustrate molding of one or
more tag-attaching studs, ¢, without shoul-
ders, on an ordinary seal-disk, D? for use in
connection with a shackle, either of cord or of
wire. By employing two studs,as in the il-

lustration, and locating them opposite the
threading-apertures «?, said studs will perform
the additional fanction of insuring the filling
of said apertures in the pressing operation.

The modification illustrated Ly Iigs. 7 and
8 consists in providing the attaching-stud ¢* of
a seal-disk, D3, with a T-head, &, which not
only forms a shoulder, but utilizes a more se-
cure mode of helding a tag, T?% in place pre-
liminary to préssing, the latter (shown in dot-
ted lines in Iig. 7) being provided with an ob-
long eyelet or aperture, ¢, adapted to pass
over said T-head in one position and to be
at an angle thereto when the tag drops to ver-
tical position, as shown. A stud of this de-
scription may be molded on any style of seal-
dislk, and is intended to be pressed in the act
of sealing the shackle the same as the forms
before described.

When flat shackles 8% of sheet metal or the
like are preferred, I propose to pass the at-
taching stud or studs ¢ of a seal-disk, D,
through apertures in the shackle ends, and
then through the eyelet or eyelets of a tag, T
as illustrated by Figs. 9 and 10.

The shackle and seal-disk, either or ;both,
when the latter contains the threading-aper-
tures, will usually be provided with locking or
anchoring devices, such as deseribed by me in
previous specifications; but theseform no part
of the present invention.

The following is what I claim as new and of
my own invention, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, namely :

A metaliic seal-disk adapted to be applied
to a sealing-shackle, and constructed with one
or more projecting studs, in combination with
a labeling-tag having an aperture or apertures
at its upper end to receive said stud or studs,
the latter serving to attach said tag in the act
of pressing the seal, substantially as herein
specified, for the purposes set forth.

1. J. BROOKS.
Witnesses:

Jas. L. BwiN,
I8IDOR GRAYHEAD.




