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To all whom it may concern :

-Be it known that I, WirLiam E. BROCEK, of
No. 1080 Second avenue, in the city, county,
and State of New York, have invented a netw
and useful Improvement in ‘Wash-Boards, of
which the following is a specification:

The invention relates to a wash-board for
rubbing clothing durin g the process of wash-
ing.

Heretofore such boards have been made of
wood provided with a grooved, ribbed, or cor-
rugated rubbing-surface, usually held for con-
venience ‘between side Dieces, constituting a
frame, two of which are extended at the bot-
fom so as to form legs for the support of the
board within a wash-tub, or provided with cor-
rugated rubbing-surfaces of sheet metal, pot-
tery, or glass, made in one solid piece. A
surface of wood becomes rough, and wears out
the clothing too rapidly. Sheetmetal doesnot
stand the rubbing aslongasis desirable, Pot-
tery is expensive, and when -the vitrified sur-
face becomes in the slightest degree worn, de-
faced, or chipped the exposed surface is nec-

essarily rough and very destructive to cloth- -

ing; and when made of a solid plate of cor-
rugated glass the wash-board isfoo costly for
any extended use." '

The object of my invention is to provide a
surface having all the advantages of glass,
but so made as to compete in cheapness with
those having wood and sheet-metal rubbing-
surfaces; and the invention consists in ribs
composed of narrow strips of glass “ground
upon one edge and one face, which are laid
and cemented upon a grooved backin gof wood
or other suitable supporting material, so that
the strips of glass shall be solidly supported
against the rubbing pressure. :

In the accompanying drawing, in which
similar letters indicate like parts, Figure 1 is

a perspective view of the wash-board, and Fig. .

2 is a sectional view cut on the line xx, Fig.1,
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the wood baclk.
ing., Tig. 4 is an enlarged view of a part of
Fig. 2. .

G represents the glass surface, and G/ the
narrow strips of glass, which are ground or
rounded off on the upper edge, B, and on the
face I, C, Fig. 8, indicates. a corrugated or

ribbed surface of wood or other suitable sup-
Porting material, which is the backing against
and by which the several glass strips G' G/
are supported.

The strips G’ G’ are made wide enough to
overlap each other from below upward to the
extent of, say,about one-half,so that the lower
half of each strip rests upon an inclined sur-
face of the wood backing, while the upper half
rests directly upon the lower half of the ad-
Jjoining strip above,

The strips are attached tothe backing C as
follows: The whole surface C is first covered
With a suitable cement for glass and wood—I
find common paint is best suited to the pur-
pose—and the strips of glass are put into the
places, or upon the inclined surfaces, where
they are to remain, the lower edge of the glass
touching the upper edge of the next slope of
the wood backing. Before the strips are thus
inserted they should be covered on the back
with a coat of the cementor paint, so that the
whole under surface of each strip may be se-
curely attached to the back and the strip of
glass underneath it, especially on the upper
edge, against which the rubbing takes effect
most firmly, and where the water and suds
collect and to some extent remain. The ce--
ment or paint may be made of any desired
color, 50 as to give an attractive appearance
to the wash-board.  After all the glass strips
are cemented in place the side strips S S are
applied and secured to the frame T’/ FY by the
usual fastenings over the ends of all the glass
strips. ‘The strips S S thus assist the cement
in holding the glass strips G/ G solidly to the
bed C, on which they lie.

I do not claim a glass rubbing-surface in a
wash-board, broadly.

I am aware of the invention shown in the
Letters Patent No. 22,053, granted to John .
Adams, and dated November 16, 1858.. The
corrugated rubbing-surface in that invention
is composed of glass, but it is represented as
pressed in a mold of proper form. - This is
difficult to do satisfactorily, and increases the
expense materially. My invention differs from
this in having the corrngations simulated by
means of strips of glass, which are easily built
into the wash-board so as to give a proper
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rubbing-surface without molding or pressing,
and much more cheaply, as refuse material can
be used. Bub

‘What I do claim as my invention is—

1. A wash-board provided with the ribs G/
G/, composed of narrow strips of glass.

2, A wash-board provided with the ribs G’
G, composed of narrow strips of glass ground

upon the upper edges E and upper faces I,
cemented to and supported by a grooved board
backing, O, substantially as shown and de-

scribed.
WILLIAM E. BROCK.
Witnesses:
C. M. THOMPSON,
Jounx H. BELL.




