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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JouN H. KAPPEL-
HOFF, of the city and county of Philadelphia,
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented a
new and useful Improvement in Muffs, which
invention is fully set forth in the following
specification, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawing, in which—

Figure 1represents a longitudinal section of
my muff in the plane z », Fig. 2. TFig.2isa
cross-section thereof.

Similar letters indicate conespondmg parts.

The object of my invention is to furnish a
mutf which possesses the required degree of
warmth, and which is lighter, besides being
less expensive, than those now generally in
use.

It consists in a muff constructed of an an-
nular closed bag or vessel of vulcanized india-
rubber or other inflatable material, having an
aperture for the admission of air, so that the
bag can befilled with air,and thereby brought
to the proper shape. I eonnect the inner and
outer parts of the bag or vessel composing my
muff by radial bands, whereby a symmetrical
appearance or shape is given to the article
when it is inflated. )

In the drawing, the letter A designates a
bag or vessel shaped according to my inven-
tion to form a muff, the same having an annu-
lar shape and bemo closed atitsends. Ipre-
fer tomakethis bag of vuleanized india-rubber;
but it can also be made of animal-skins, or of
any other material capable of being inflated.
Bisan aperture,by which air isadmitted to the
bag; and C are radial bands, by which thein-
ner and outer parts of the bag are connected
together. These bands are made of any suit-
able non-elastic material and are arranged in
rows, as shown in Tig.

In carrying out my 1nvent10n I take a
straight. bag of proper length and width and
fasten the bands C therein in the proper posi-
tions; then bend this bag and unite the two
ends thereof s0 as to give the same the de-
sired annuhr shape. It the bag is of india-
rubber, the bands C are caused to ‘adhere there-
to; and the ends of the bag are united by the
vulcanization of the rubber.

‘When the bag A is to be used air is forced
into the same in any suitable manner through
the aperture B, and when the bag has-been
inflated to the desned extent the rlperture is
closed by a suitable stopper.

If desired, the bag may be covered with fur
or other desirable material, and finished in the
usual way of finishing a muff.

It will be readily understood that by filling
the bag composing my muff with air the same
is rendered exceedingly warm, while the weight
thereof is reduced to a mlmmum and the least
expense isincurred inits productlon ; and since
the bands C have a tendeney to hold the in-
ner and outer parts or walls of the bag par-
allel to each other the same is brought to and
held in symmetrical shape.

1 am aware that it is not new to so construct
amuff that it may be inflated with air throngh
an opening in the same, and such, broadly, 1
hereby disclaim,

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. A muff conSIStlno of a bag having its
two side edges brou@ht together and united, to
impart an annular shape thereto and form an’
inner and outer casing to create an interven-
ing space, said bag -being constructed with an
opening adapted to e closed by a stopper,
whereby the bag may be inflated, all con-
structed and arranged substantially as and
for the purpose descrlbed

2. A muff composed of an annular closed
bag or vessel of india rubber or other inflata-
ble material, having an aperture for the ad-
mission of air, and having radial bands to con-
nect its inner and outer parts and preserve
the shape thereof, substantially as shown and
described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand and seal this 21st
day of June, 1877.

JOHN H. KAPPELHOFF. [L.s.]
‘Witnesses:-
W. HAUTFF,
E.F. KASTENHUBER,
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