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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JorN L. NoTHAF, of
Denison, in the county of Grayson and State
of Texas, have invented a new and Improved
Saddle-Tree,-of which the following is a speci-
fication:

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a perspective view of myimproved
saddle-tree; and [figs. 2 and 3 are vertical,
longltudmal and transverse sections of the
same.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

This invention has reference¢ to improve-
- ments in saddle-trees, by which the leather

straps hitherto required for the girth-rigging
may be dispensed with, and in place thereof
-astronger and more durable rigging obtained,
that leaves the top and sides of the tree in
perfectly smooth state. The saddle-tree is
strengthened, the shape of the seat retained,
and the leather prevented from sinking into
the middle open part, so as to prevent the
hurting of the horse’s back, and give ease and
comfort to the rider.’

Referring to the drawings, A represents the
fork, B the side bars, and O the cantel, of my
1mproved saddle- tree The fork.A is nnde in
one piece with the horn A/, and of malleable
iron or cast-steel, of the isual shape, and ex-
tended at both sides to the lower edge of the
bars B, the extensions being forked, so as to
decrease the weight. The extensions of the
fork strengthen the front part of thetree, and
admit also the hinging of open rings D to the
lower ends of the horn by means of a pintle,
80 as to form thereby the girth-rigging in con-
nection with the tree. The direct hinging of

the rings of the girth to the J‘.Olk does away

with the leather straps necessary for the old
style of rigging.

The improved metal rigging will wear twice
as long as andhas greater strength than the old
one. It also leaves the tree perfectly smooth
at the top and sides.

The center of the top of the horn A’ isfilled
with wood, to which the rawhide covering is
attached for keeping it to its proper place.
The wooden filling or core & does not weaken
the horn, but leaves it strong enough for all
purposes.

At the rear part of the saddle-tree is a
convex steel seat-plate, E, that is attached to
théside bars. B, and extended back toand over
the cantel C, so as to hold them firmly to-
gether, and add thereby to the strength and
durability of the tree.

The seat-plate prevents the sinking of the
leather into the middle open portion of the
tree, and forms thereby a guard against hurt-
ing the horse’s back, while contubutmg by its
oval shape to the ease and comfort of the
rider.

Having thus fully described my invention, I
claim as new ‘md desire to secure by Let’rels
Patent—

1. A saddle-tree whose fork A is extended
upward to form the horn and downward to
form a forked extension that receives girth-
rings, as shown and described.

2. The combination, in a saddle-tree, of the
side bars and cantel with a convex seat-plate
extended back over the cantel, substantially
as specified.
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