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- To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, JoEN LOCKHART and
GEORGE W, ALBIN, of Neoga, in the county
of Cumberland and State of Illinois, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Forks; and we do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact deseription
thereof, which will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
. ingdrawings,and toletters of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion, and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of our im-
proved fork. TFig. 2 is a similar view, show-
ing the knife drawn back to its farthest point,
and Figs. 3 and 4 are detail views of the knife
or cutler.

Corresponding parts in the several figures
are denoted by similar letters of reference.

The object of our invention is to cut the band
which holds a bundle of wheat, oats, or other

grain together simultaneously with the motion’

by which it is thrown upon the platform of a
thrashing-machine; and to this end it consists
of a fork having two or more slotted tines,
through which works either a single or double
edged knife, substantially as hereinafter more
fully described and claimed.

In the annexed drawing, A refers to an or-
dinary fork-handle, in the end of which is a
three-tined fork, B, provided with fenders b b.
The tines d! and fenders are slotted longitudi-
nally to receive a single or double edged knife,
C, the heel of which is pivoted to the fork within
its head or shank, as at 5% The front of the
knife C is made smooth and the back sickle-
edged, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4. In the end
of the knife:shank ¢ is seeured a connecting-
rod, D, which, at the opposite end, is pivoted
to the handle ¢ of the sleeve E, which slides
on the fork-handle A.

The rod D is preferably about half the len gth

of the fork-handle A,

Our device is operated as follows: Place the
knife in the position shown in Fig. 2. TForce
the fork into a bundle of grain, with the band

between the outer tines, when the hundle is
raised to the platform of the thrashing-m achine,
and at the proper moment the sleeve Eis moved
toward the fork B, which causes the knife to
cut the band, after which the fork is withdrawn.
The knife C now being at the opposite side of
the fork, the said fork is inserted into another
bundle, as before, when the sleeve is drawn
toward the operator, causing the knife to cut
the band with the back or sickle-edge aud as-
sume its former position. Thus, it will be seem,
the knife cuts both ways. _

This fork can be used as a hedge-cutter, in
which case the knife, and possibly the fork,
will be made heavier.

In practice, we find that our device will dis-

pense with one and sometimes two hands in
running athrashing-machine, and also removes
the danger of cutting the feeder’s hands while
feeding said machine. ‘

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim, and desire to protect by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1 The combination, with a fork, B, having its
tines b'and fenders b slotted longitudinally, of
a vibrating knife, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth. B

2. The combination, with the fork B, having
its tines b' and fenders & slotted lon gitudinally,
of the curved knife C, its front made smooth
and its back sickle-edged, substantially as and
for the purpose set forth. :

3. The combination, with the handle A and
fork B, having its tines slotted longitudinally,
with or without. the fenders b b, of the knife
G, having a smooth front and sickle back edge,
and shank ¢, connecting-rod D, and sliding
sleeve E, with or withont the handle ¢, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as
our own invention we affix our signatures in
presence of two witnesses.

JOHN LOCKHART.
GEORGE W, ALBIN.

Witnesses :
J. C. HoLLowaAy,
J. W. SHULL.
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