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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JOSEPH P. MILLER, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.

IMPROVEM_ENT IN OYSTER-COOLERS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 209,621, dated November 5, 1878; application filed
October 9, 1878. '

To all whom it may concern: ) ’

Be it known that I, JosEPH P. MILLER, of
the city and county of Philadelphia, in the
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a cer-
tain new and useful Oyster Cooler and Pre-
server, of which the following is a specifica-
tion: '

The object of my invention is to provide
suitable and convenient means for cooling
and preserving oysters, clams, &c., while al-
lowing them to be readily accessible at all
times for removal, as is required in the eat-
ing-bars of hotels or restaurants, the inven-
tion being specially designed for use in such
locations.

To this end my improvements consist in the
combination of a base-plate having a central
vertical socket, and a perforated ice-receiver
which isvertically adjustable upon said socket,
as hereinafter more fully set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a vertical central section through an oyster
cooler and preserver embodying my improve-
ments; Fig. 2, a plan view of the ice-receiver
with the cap removed; and Figs. 3 and 4,
views in elevation, showing different modes
of adjustment of the ice-receiver.

To carry out my invention, I provide a base-

plate, A, having a vertical socket, AL, formed

upon or secured to it at or near its center.
The plate A may either be bolted directly to
the bar or counter upon which it is to be lo-
cated, or, as is preferable, be secured to a bed-
plate or support, A% having a flange or rim
surrounding if, and a drip or escape cock, a?,
for the water which falls upon it.  An ice-re-
ceiver, B, having a perforated or slotted bot-
tom, is secured upon a rod or stem, B!, which
fits within the socket Al and is adjustable
vertically therein, so as to enable the ice-re-
ceiver to be set at any desired height above
the base-plate, and to De raised or lowered rel-
atively thereto, as may be required. Fig. 1
of the drawings shows this adjustment as ef-
fected by means of a screw-thread cut upon
the stem B!, and fitting a corresponding in-
ternal thread in the socket Al while in the
construction  shown in Fig. 8 a rack, b, is
formed on the stem, which is held in any de-
sired position by a pawl, o, pivoted to the
socket; or, in a small apparatus, a simple bind-
ing-screw, o®, might be used instead of the
rack and pawl.

Fig. 4 shows the stem as having a series
of ‘holes, and adjusted by passing a pin, a?,
through any one of the same.

The cap or cover B? of the ice-receiver is an
imperforate plate having an exterior flange,
0*, which forms the sides of the ice-receiver,
and rests upon the perforated bottom thereof,
its depth being made conformable to the quan-
tity of ice to be used; or, if preferred, the
flange -may be attached to the bottom plate
instead of to the eap itself. :

In the operation of the cooler, tlie oysters
are stacked upon the support A% around the
central socket, and the ice-receiver, having
been filled with ice, is adjusted at such a height
as to be in contact with the top of the pile of
oysters, so that the water from the melting of
the ice drips down through the pile, keeping
the oysters cool and fresh. As the oysters are
removed the ice-receiver is gradually moved
downwaxrd in correspondence with the dimin-
ished height of the pile, in order that it may
be always in contact therewith until the low-
est point of the traverse of the stem is reached.

The apparatus provides a convenient sup-
port for large blocks of ice, prevents the rapid
melting of the same due to exposure to the air,

“and enables the cooling action of the ice to be

constantly exerted upon the oysters beneath
it, while admitting of the ready removal of one
or more whenever required without the neces-
sity of lifting off the ice or the risk of its ac-
cidental displacement, which oceurs in the or-
dinary practice of depositing an otherwise un-
supported block of ice upon the top of a pile
of oysters. It is likewise more accessible and
of less cost than the glass cases sometimes
employed for keeping shell-oysters in restau-
rants. .

I claim as my invention and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent—

The combination, in an oyster cooler and
preserver, of a base-plate or support having
a vertical socket, and a perforated ice-receiver
having a stem or rod which is vertically ad-
Jjustable in said socket, substantially as set
forth. :

JOSEPH P. MILLER.
Witnesses:

J. SNOWDEN BELL,
‘W 8. ALLISON.



