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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, EpwiN D. SvrTH,
CoArRLEY C. MATSON, and PrILIP R. MAR-
1IN, of Utica, in the county of La Salle and
State of Illinois, have invented a new and Im-
proved Toe-Weight for Horseshoes, of which
the following is a specification :

The obJect of this invention is to furnish a
device that will assist the horse in developing
his speed, and can also be arranged to accom-
plish this object in connection with regulating
the throw of the feet in those cases where
they are moved too close together or too far
apart, and thus interfere with the movement
of the horse. v

It consists of a weight adapted to rest on
the hoof, pivoted to the toe at an angle coinci-
dent to that of the hoof, which can be adjusted
to the middle of the hoof or to either side, as
may be desired.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of the toe-weight, showing
the under side thereof. Ifig. 2 is a view of
the shoc with the stud to which the toe-weight
is pivoted. Tig. 3 shows a hoof with a sec-
tional view of the shoe and toe-weight ap-
plied.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
spouding parts.

Referring to the drawings, A represents a
horseshoe, to the upper side of the toe whereof
is fixed an inclined stud, B, provided with a
threaded hole, «, and above the hole are V-
shaped scores b b b, &e. This stud is made
at an angle to the plauc of the shoe suitable
to the anole of the hoof to which it is to be
applied, :md is, of course, determined when
the shoe is made.

The toe-weight is designated by the letter
D. Itisan 0\’01(1 piece of metal, flattened on
one side and the flattened side made concave,
- 80 that sharpened edges ¢ ¢ will be prov1ded
which join at the toe in a slightly- -projecting
point, d. The butt of the toe-weight is cut
away, so as to leave a projection, ¢, in whieh
is a bolt- -hole, /. At the junction of the pro-
jection e with the shoulder of the toe-weight,
in the under side, is a V-shaped projection, g

The toe-weight is applied to the shoe by plac-
ing the projection e on the outside of the stud
B, with the V-shaped projeetion g entered into
one of the similar shaped scores b, and then
passing the screw-bolt & through, so that the
toe-weight and shoe w111 oceupy the relative
positions shown in Fig.

The operation of my 1mpr0vement is as fol-
lows: The shoe is fastened to the hoof in the
usual manner, and the toe-weight is applied
and fastened by the screw-bolt h. If it is used
merely to assist the horse in developing his
speed, it is placed in a line with the vertical
middle line of the hoof, and secured in that
position by screwing the bolt in until the
edges ¢ ¢ and point d rest on the hoof, and
this, in connection with the bolt and engaged
V-shaped scores and projections, prevent . it
from changing its position. If it is desired
to change the throw of the feet, the toe-weight
is moved from a vertical to an inclined posi-
tion, either outward or inward, as the case
may be, and secured in a similar manuer.

As will be observed, this invention enables
us, without changing the shoe, to either use
the weight as a speed-developeroras a means *
of changing the movement of the feet, or both -
at the same time.

Having thus deseribed our invention, we
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. The toe-weight D, provided with biting-
edges ¢, point d, projection ¢, having the eye
J, and the V- shaped 1)r0360t10n or lug ¢, in
combination with the inclined stud B of the
shoe A, and with the bolt %, substantially as
and for the purpose described.

2. The shoe A, provided with the inelined
stud B, having the threaded hole ¢ and V-
shaped scores or reeesses b, in combination
with the toe-weight D and with the bolt A,
substantially as and for the purpose described.
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