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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES H. WOODGATE, OF WAVELAND, INDIANA.

IMPROVEMENT IN CORN-PLANTERS.

Specthtlon forming part of Letters Patent No. 209 »930, dated November 12, 1878; application filed
September 21, 1878.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES H. WOODGATE,
of Waveland, in the county of Montgomery
and State of Indiana, have invented anew and

valuable Improvement in Corn-Planters ;.and’

I do hereby declare that the following is d: full,
clear, and exact description of the “eonstiuc,
tion and operation of the same, reference be-
ing had to the annexed drawings, making a
part of this specification, and to the letters
and figures of reference marked thereon.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representa-
tion of a side elevation of my corn-planter,
showing the sulky-wheel detached. Fig. 2is
a side elevated view of the same, Fig.3isa
top-plan view, and Fig. 4 is a detailed elon-
gated view, of the adjustable feed-chamber.

My mventlon relates to a seed-planter; and
the novelty consists in the constructlon and
arrangement of parts, as will be more fully
herelmfter set forth.

The first part of my invention consists ina
combined feeding and marking device. Snit-
ably journaled in the frame or body of the
machine is an axle or shaft, upon which is
hung, rigid therewith, two m‘u‘kmg wheels,
prefemblv of cast met‘tl of  ordinary hub,
spoke,and periphery constructlon Themmk-
ing device is formed by leaving a vacant
space, two or more, in the periphery of the
wheel; and to secure the requisife strength at
these points the spoke is bifurcated, each leg
supporting one end of the wheel- r1m where ib
is severed. When in operation the ‘machine
travels on these wheels.

Rigid with the same shaft are two or more
" wheels of less diameter, which serve as feed-
ers, having seed- chambers sunk in the outer
surface of their rims, and the bottoms of these
chambers are adjustable, so as to control the
amount of seed to be sown or planted. These
chambers may be of any number, and may be
rendered inoperative by forcing their bottoms
outward until they are flush with the surfage
of the wheel. 'When used inhill-planting they
are arranged opposite the marking-cavities.
The gralu enters the chambers from a hopper,
and is prevented from displacement by a semi-
circular shield, which covers the mouths of
the chambers un’ul they have reached their

lowest point on a horizontal plane, when the
chambers pass from under the shield and the
grain is deposited in the furrow made by the
preceding plow.

The second part of my invention consists in
a means for elevating the planting machinery
from the ground, and having thebearing on two
independent transporting-wheels. Pivotedto.
a stout bar on the front of the frame or body
is a frame which extends backward to the rear
of the body,upward and across, and upon this

frame at each side is secured the axle wpon' - -~

which the sulky-wheels are hung. . Extending *
upward from the transverse portion of the
frame is a standard,at the upper end of which
is pivoted a lever, which in turn is pivoted to
the rear end of the body. The body and -
planting mechanism, comprising one structure,
is thus lifted from the ground by pressing
down-the handle of the lever, and the weight
falls upon the sulky-wheels. Sritable fast-
enings are provided to hold the leve1 in posi-
tion elther down or up.

Referring to the drawings, A represents the
body, and A’ the tongue. A shaft journaled
in the body A carries a marking-wheel, C,
which, when planting, supports the structure.
This wheel C revolves with the axle B, and
the periphery thereof, being severed at ¢, fur-
nishes an efficient marking device, the ends
of the severed portions being supported by a
bifurcated spoke, C'. Sunk in the outer sur-
face of a wheel, D, which also revolves with
the shaft or le B are two or more seed-
chambers, ?"\’havmg bottoms d, adjustable by
means- of 4 serew-rod, d’. E 1epresents the.
hopper, and F a sem101rcuh1 shield, . which
covers the seed-chambers. An ordmary plow,
x, precedes the seed-wheel, and an ordinary
coverer, ¥, succeeds it in operation.

Pivoted to the front of the body A is rLfmme,
G, having backwa,rdly extending sides g, ver-
tlcal pOI‘thHS ¢’, and a transverse portion, G/.
To the sides g 1 secure axles H, upon which
run the sulky-wheels H’. A standard T, ver- .
tical from the transverse portwn G/, flII'IlNheS
a pivotal bearing at ¢ to_a lever, J, whlch in
turn, is loosely attached bya lonwtudmal slot
I to aforked ‘standard, K, rising upward from
the rear of the body A rmd 1101d therewith.
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The operation of my machine is obvious
from the foregoing description.

‘What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— '

1. The combination of the marking-wheel C,
having severed periphery ¢ and bifurcated
spoke C/, the axle B, and body A with the
seed-wheel D, with adjustable bottoms d &,
of corresponding numbers and portions with
the markers and with the shield ¥, as and for
the purpose set forth.

2. In a seeding-machine, the marking-wheel
C, having two or more bifurcated spokes, (/,
and the periphery severed atits junction with
thebifurcated spokes, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses. )

JAMES H. WOODGATE.

Witnesses:
HexrY E. RHOADS,
Wirriam M. HUTTON.




