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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM S. BLAXE, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Metal-Covered Wood-
en Rods, to be used as curtain-rods, picture-
rods, stair-rods, or-for other purposes; and I
do heréby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming part of this specification.

The object of my invention is to produace a
rod for curtains, &e., which may be securely
held by suitable brackets without the use of
rings, screws, hooks, or other attaching de-
vices, and which may be readily removed from
and replaced on its brackets, and will not turn
when once fixed in place.

It consists in a metal-covered wooden rod,
the wooden core of which has a longitudinal
., groove into which the metal covering is
drawn, the same being adapted to be held by
brackets corresponding thereto, as will be
hereinafter more particularly set forth.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 isa
perspective view of a portion of a metal rod
constructed according to my invention. Iig.
2 shows a modification thereof, and Fig. 3
shows my improved rod in a form of bracket
adapted to hold it. -

The letter B indicates a woodenrod, having
a V-shaped groove; and A is ametal covering,
a portion of which is forced snugly into the
groove of the wooden core to form the metal-
Iined groove d. i

Fig. 1 shows the metal covering continuous
around the rod. It is formed of a thin metal
tube, which is placed upon the wooden core,
and the whole is then drawn between a suita-
bly-formed draw-plate or drawing-die to com-
press said tube, and at the same time to con-
dense the wooden core and reduce the size of
the rod as a whole.

In Fig. 2 the longitudinal edges of the metal
covering are not unifed, said covering being
a simple strip of metal, rolled or-otherwise put
into tubular shape, leaving its edges loose.

Such covering is placed loosely on the wooden

‘rod B, with the unattached or loose edges ¢ op-

posite the groove in the said rod, and these
edges are then bent together into said groove
by a suitable draw-plate or die.

The grooved rod, constructed as hereinbe-
fore described, is especially useful for pieture-
rods, as it is adapted to be held in place by
hangers or brackets, like that shown in Fig.
3, having the rod-bearing composed of a sim-
ple hook, C, with a tongue, d, at the back to
enter the groovein the rod. The grooved rod
can be dropped directly into hangers of this
kind from above,and firmly held therein; there-
by obviating the necessity of inserting the

rod longitudinally into its hangers, as has to

be done with smooth or plain surfaced rods,
which, -moreover, require complete annular
bearings in the hangers to hold them, and
even then they are not held against turning.

‘What I claim is— :

1. A metal-covered rod having a longitudi-
nal groove, in combination with brackets hav-
ing tongues adapted to engage with said
groove, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth. v

2.' A wooden rod having a longitudinal
groove and provided with a thin metal cover-
ing, a portion of which is forced tightly into

-} said groove, in combination with a bracket
‘having a tongue adapted to engage with said

groove, substantially as described.

3. A wooden rod having a longitudinal
groove and provided with a tubular thin metal
covering having an inwardly-extending hol-
low bead or ridge which fits snugly within
said groove, whereby is formed a metal-cov-
ered rod having a longitudinal groove in its
metal surface, in combination with a bracket
having a tongue adapted to engage with said
groove, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth.
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