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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES C. WRIGHT, of
Louisville,in the county of Jefferson and State
of Kentucky, have invented a new and Im-
proved Stand or Counter for Stores; and I do
lereby declare that the following is a fall,
clear, and exact description of the same.

My invention relates to an improved form of
counter or shelving for use in stores or shops,
for the purpose of holding clothing and other
goods, the construction being such that space
is economized, the goods more easily protected,
better displayed, and more conveniently ac-
cessible, and may also be more quickly re-
moved in the case of fire, &e., than when placed
on counters and shelves of the usual construe-
tion.

The invention is embodied in a frame or
stand having a series of shelves or counters,
which are arranged, terracelike, one above
another—that is to say, the frame is broadest
at the base, which.supports the first or lowest
counter, and the next supervening counter
being of less width, and the upper oneé of least
width. The counters proper are arranged to
glide in and out, to allow easy access to the
goods for placing them on the counters; also
for dusting them, and for handling them when
exhibiting in making sales, &c. A series of
supervening shelves are also employed, the
same being supported on the sliding counters.
The drawers in the base have hinged fronts,
which are available as steps for ascending the
frame. The stand or integral counter is ‘de-
signed to be of ornamental and elegant appear-
ance, and to be placed in the middle of the
store or shop, or abt least removed a sufficient
distance from the wall to allow access to and
inspection of the goods from either side.

1n the accompanying drawing, forming part
of this specification, Figure 1 is a front eleva-
tion of my improved counter. Fig. 2 is an
end elevation, with portions in section.

The rigid integral frame of the counter con-
sists of @ broad base, A, narrow top B, and
intermediate part O, of mean proportion as to
width. Said parts B C are supported by pil-
lars @ ¢. 'The frame may be double or single
terraced ; but I prefer it double, as shown in
the drawing, The counters or shelves Eand F

of the base A and supervening part C, re-
spectively, are arranged to slide horizontally
on suitable rollers G, for the purpose of al-
lowing them to be drawn forward when the
goods are to be placed on or removed from
them; also for allowing convenient access to
them for inspecting, handling, dusting, &ec.,
or for facilitating speedy removal of the goods
from the store in case of fire. The counters
E F are retained, when drawn out or forward,
by cleats d, attached to the base and part C.
The base counters or-shelves E are divided,
the frame being double—that is to say, each
part or half of the base A has separate coun-
ters or shelves, instead of the latter being
made of a single length to extend across the
Dase, as thecounters F extend across the partC.
This construction allows the base-counters E
to be separated or shoved apart, to allow the
storekeeper or salesman to pass between them,
and thus enter the space between the two por-
tions of the base and behind the goods placed
on the counters, for the purpose of examining,
selecting, handling, and dusting the goods, as
occasion may require. - - '

To arrest the base-counters I when being
slid in, I provide a stop, ¢ which is a flanged
metal plate attached to the front end and un-
der side of each counter. :

‘Upon one or more of the several base-coun-
ters B, I place supershelving H, upon which
goods are to be placed for more effective and
elegant display. = These supershelves are de-
tachable, but have lateral arms or projections

, Tig. 1, which engage or come in contact
Wwith the pillars ¢ when the counters B are
slid back to place, and thus prevent the super-
shelving being carried too far underneath the
part C T

In the base A are drawers I, which have
false fronts K, that are hinged to the fixed or
true fronts L, and may be lowered to horizon-
tal position, to constitute steps or supports
for use of the salesman in ascending the frame
or goods-holder, as he is required to do when
placing goods on or removing them from the
upper counter, B.

The said false fronts K have curved rods M
attached, which, when the former are loweted,
draw through holes in the true or fixed fronts
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L until arrested by the bent or enlarged ends
of the rods. The false fronts K are secured
in the raised position by hooks.

In practical use of my improved counter for
holding and displaying clothing, coats may be
placed on the base-shelves I, pants on the
next shelves, I, and vests on the upper shelf,
B, while smaller articles may be placed on the
supershelving H and in the drawers I.

My improved form of counters economizes
Space, and brings the goods together, so as to
be more easily covered and protected from

dust; and, since the goods are mot near or
immediately in contact with the wall, they are
not liable to injury from dampness.

‘What I claim is—

1. The store or shop counter composed of

a rigid frame, whose horizontal parts A B ¢
are of different lengths, and placed one above
another, and the sliding shelves I I, as shown
and described.

2. The double frame, having a space De-
tween the base portions A and the separate
sliding counters E, combined substantially as
shown and described. i

3. The combination of the removable super-
shelving, having the lateral projections, with
the sliding counters and the fixed pillars ¢ of
the frame, as shown and deseribed.

JAMES CHIDZY WRIGHT.

Witnesses:
GRANT GREEN,
W. M. BenNT.




