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To all whom it may concern : )

Be it known that T, Lucius C. WEsT, of
Kalamazoo, county of Kalamazoo, and State
of Michigan, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Button-Hooks, of which the
following is a specification:

With the common plain hook now so gener-
ally in use it is almost impossible to button a
closely-fitting shoe without scratehing or goug-
ing the leather near the buttons, or, if the shoe
be made of serge, without tearing the texture.

Buttoners have previously been invented to
obviate this objectionable point, but are of lit-
tle utility, because of their inconvenience and
the loss of time and the great strain brought
to bear upon the button-hole by using them.

The nature of my invention consists in pro-
viding a small spherical knob at the end of a
~curved hook, of the peculiar form shown in
the aceompanying drawings, which success-
fally prevents it from scratching or tearing

the shoe, and also by its use the button is held
more securely, and is thereby brought more
accurately and quickly into place through the

hole. , '

The accompanying drawing is a perspective
view of a device embodying my invention, A
representing the hook, and B the knob.

The operation of my invention is the same-
as that of the common hook. It isputthrough.
the button-hole, hooked over the-button, and
swuang around parallel with the foot.

What I claim is— .

A shoe- buttoner of the form described,
provided at the point of the hook with a small
spherical knob, B, substantially as described,
and for the purpose set forth.

LUCIUS C. WEST.

Witnesses :
Anos D. ALLEN,
G. C. PERKINS.



