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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE F. HoLLIs, of
Marlborough, county of Middlesex, State of
Massachusetts, haveinvented an Improvement
in Counter-Guides, of which the following is
a specification :

This invention relates to a counter-guide to
guide the counter, so that it may be presented
correctly underneath the quarter at the heel
to be stitched on a sewing-machine, such as
commonly employed for shoe-work.

The invention consists in a counter-guide at-
tached to the removable throat-plate of a so-
called “wax-thread machine” in advance of
the needle.

Figure 1 represents the throat-plate and at-
tached counter - guide with a quarter and
counter in the position they will occupy when
the needle is about to commence the formation
of the stiteh. Tig.2is atop view of the throat
and guide; Tig. 3, a section on line # # of Fig.
4, which is a longitudinal section of Fig. 2.

The throat-plate « represented in the drav-
ings is like that ecommonly used in the well-
known chain-stitch wax-thread machine com-
monly called the “Union,” such machine em-
ploying a hooked needle and cast-off, and hav-
ing a movable throat-piece or feeding portion,
which is reciprocated in the slot b.  Such'a
machine is represented in United States Let-
ters Patent No. 89,275. This throat-plate is
secured to a post (sec dotted lines, Fig. 4) by
screws, which pass through holes 2 3 into the
post. This throat-plate ¢ is grooved trans-
versely, (see Iigs. 3 and 4,) to receive within
it the base ¢ of the counter-guide, a projection,
d, extending upward therefrom at one end, to
receive against its edge next the opening b,
and guide that edge of the counter e (shown
in dotted lines Fig. 1) which is to be stitched
to the quarter f at the heel, the line of stitches
following the edge of the counter where it pro-
Jjects above the bottom of the quarter. At the
top of this projection d is attached, by an ad-
justing-screw, g, the plate &, wlich forms part
of the counter-guide, and which separates the
counter and quarter as they are moved past
the projection d.

The throat-plate, instead of having the long
slot, may be of any other form common to
throat-plates of wax-thread sewing-machines.

The common way of attaching the counter
is to first tack or paste it to the quarter, and
the quarter being marked to show the proper
line for the stitches, they are subsequently
united upon a wax-thread machine.

In this my plan this temporary securing of
the counter and quarter before sewing is avoid-
ed, time is saved, and the work is smoother
and better done, as the counter is not stretched
or strained.

The counter to be stitched to the quarter
may be of any usual shape.

The center of the counter is placed at the
center or heel seam of the quarter, and held
by hand, as shown in Fig. 1, so that the counter
presses between plate & and the throat-plate
@, one edge of such counter resting against the
projection d, while above the plate h is laid the
quarter. ] »

After the first stitch is made the quarter
and counter are turned while held by hand,
and the edge of the counter is kept in contact
with the projection d, and the stitches are
made to follow about the counter near its up-
per edge. The distance of this stitehing from
the edge of the counter may be changed at
will by adjusting the base portion ¢ laterally
through the screw g, it being adapted to ex-
tend through the projection d and bear against
a portion of the throat-plate.

I do not broadly claim a guide with a pro-
Jjection extending forward over it, as shown.
Nor do I claim, broadly, a separating - plate
for the two materials.

This invention is applicable to both shoes
and boots. ‘ »

I claim—

As an improved article of manufacture, the
throat-plate, adapted to be secured to the post,
and its attached counter-guide, adapted. to op-
erate substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

GEORGE T. HOLLIS.
Witnesses:

G. W, GREGORY,
N. E. WHITNEY.



