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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES WooDs, Jr., of
Somerville, in the eounty of Middlesex and
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, have invent-
ed certain new and useful Improvements in
Curtain-Fastenings; and I do hereby declare
that the following specification, taken in con-
nection with the drawings furnished and form-
ing a part of the same, is a true, clear, and
complete description thereof.

My invention consists of & slotted standard,
in which is. hinged a lever or catch operated
by a spring. This cateh, pivoted or hinged
near the top and back of the slot in the stand-
ard and held .out by a spring, projects beyond
the iop and side opening of the slot in the
standard, its lever end pressing against the
inner side of the button-hole or grommet in
the eurtain, while its top forms an oscillating
head-piece to the standard, by means of which
the catch is operated, as is more fully described
hereinafter.

I prefer to use a spiral spring to operate the
catch. Torthe purpose of locating the spring,
which has a diameter greater than the slot, 1
enlarge the opposite sides of the slot, so as to
receive the spring at an acute angle to the
back side of the slot.

‘When the catch is adjusted to the standard
by applying pressure to its top, which forms
an oscillating head-piece to the standard, the
cateh itself is operated without any inconven-
ience in disengaging the grommet.

Hinging the catch near the top and back of
the slot and inserting the spiral spring at an
angle, as described, the lower portion of the
catch projects sufficiently beyond the stand-
ard to hold the curtain sccurely in place. At
the base of the standard is a shoulder, beneath
which may extend a screw or rivet, so that
the standard may be conveniently attached to
a carriage-body, or any article to which it may
be desirable to apply the same.

In operating, the grommet.is slipped onto
the standard, and pressed down until it
reaches its shoulder, when the spiral spring
forces the catch laterally and keeps the grom-
met in position until it is desired to remove it
again from the standard, when it only becomes
necessary to press the head of the catch and
slip the grommet off.

" Curtain - fastenings have been heretofore
made and sold having a spring-catch project-
ing from a hollow cap or cylinder, the catch
not extending through the top of the cap, and
being pivoted at its front. The objectionable
features of such fastenings are that they are
expensive, and are also inconvenient, for the
reason that the grommet cannot be disengaged
except by pressing upon the cateh at a point
in its front and immediately above the grom-
met, and this jnterposes a great obstacle to
the easy disengaging the grommet.

I make no claim to amy particular form of
grommet. My invention will be practicable
and effective with a simple button-hole in the
place of the metallic grommet. :

To more particularly deseribe my invention
I will now refer to the accompanying drawings,
in which— .

Tigure 1 represents, in side view, one of my
curtain-fastenings applied to the pillar of a
carrisgge and the curtain fastened by it. Fig.

2 represents, in top view, a portion of a cur-

tain with its grommet or button-hole. Tig. 3
represents, in central vertical section, one of
the fastenings with the catch open to engage
the grommet of the curtain. Tig.4 represents,
in central vertical section, one of the fasten-
ings with the cateh closed to disengage the
grommet. Figs. 3 and 4 also show the method
of locating the spiral spring atan acate angle
to the back side of the slot. Tigs. 5 and 6
show two methods of securing the fastening
to flexible articles, such as satchels and straps
on dasher-flaps.
A denotes the standard. TFor economy it
is preferably made in one solid piece, and a
slot is milled out extending from top to base,
and curved at the lower back side, as shown
by the heavy black line in TFigs. 3and 4 «
denotes the shoulder of the standard, beneath
which (for the purpose of attaching the stand-
ard to any article) may extend a serew, as in
Fig. 3, a bolt and nut, as in Fig. 5, or a rivet,
as in Fig. 6. :

¢ denotes the catch, which is hinged in the
standard at the top and back of the slot, as
at 0, so that its top will form an oscillating
head-piece to the standard and its lower por-
tion project to engage the grommet. s de-

notes the spiral spring, which operates the
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catch, and is placed in the recesses formed in
the opposite sides of the slot at an angle to
the back side of the slot.

¢ denotes the curtain, an edge view of which
is shown in Fig. 1. In aectual use, the curtain
will lie up close against the shoulder of the
standard. In Fig. 1 it is shown at some dis-
tance from the shoulder, in order to more
clearly show the catch projecting beyond the
standard thronghout its entire length from top
to base—a feature which is entirely novel, and
is of especial practical service in thatit presses
against the grommet, so as to prevent its rat-
tling or playing back and forth upon the
standard. .

I claim as my invention and desire to secure
Ly Letters Patent—

A curtain-fastening consisting of a solid
standard, A, slotted from top to base, as shown,
combined with a cateh, ¢, pivoted at o, so that
its top part forms an oscillating head-piece to
the standard, by means of which the catch is
operated, and its lower portion projects be-
yond the standard throughout its entire length
to engage the curtain-grommet, and is held
out by a spring, s, inserted in openings made
in the opposite sides of said slot, and at an
acute angle to the back side of the same, all
arranged and operating substantially as set

forth. :
JAMES WOODS, Jr.
Witnesses: )
EpwaArp L. ELLIS,
ALEX. IR. NELSON.




