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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES A. PICCIOLI,
of Montgomery, in the county of Montgom-
ery and Stf{te of Alabama, have invented cer-
tain new and usefil Improvements in Appli-
ances for Converting Car-Seats into Reclining-
Couches;and I do hel eby declare the tollowin g
to bea fu]l clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it pertains to make and use it,
reference being had to the accompanying dmw-
ings, which f01 m part of this specification.

My invention relates to an improvement in
r1pp11ances for converting car-seatsinto reclin-
ing-couches, the object bemg to provide a de-
vice of such construction that it may be folded
into small compass and packed in an ordinary
traveling - satchel, and when unfolded and
placed in proper position it shall serve to sup-
port one end of a car-seat cushionin an inclined
position, thus converting the seat into a re-
clining-couch for the Occupant of the seat.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a view, in perspective, of a railway-car seat
provided with my improved support. Tig.2
represents the portable device in a folded po-
sition. Tig. 3 shows the same when open.
"Fig. 4 is a view, in perspective, of a car-seat
with the portable support in position for re-
taining the seat-cushion at the proper inclina-
tion. [Figs. 5 and 6 are modifications.

A represents the removable cushion of an
ordinary car-seat. B is the inner, and C the
outer, end of the seat. D represents my im-
prov ed portable car-seat-cushion support ; and
consists of the cross-bar a, constructed with a
groove, b, formed in one edge thereof. '
are folding standards, which are pivoted to the
opposite ends of the bar «, and adapted to be
folded into the groove b flush with the edge of
the bar, as illustrated in Fig. 2. In thisform
the support D occupies very little space, and
may be carried in anordinary traveling-satchel.
‘When required for use, the standards 0’ )’ are
turned outward and beneath the cross-bar a
until the upper ends of the standards abut
against the shoulders ¢ ¢’ of the cross-bar.
The lower ends of the folding standards are
provided with shoulders d d’, which fit the top
and inner sides of the seat- ﬁzunc pieceseé, as

shown in Fig. 1. The cushion is supported at

one end upon the cross-bar «, while the oppo-
site end rests against the other end of the seat.
A pillow may be placed at the head or upper
end of the cushion, as illustrated in Fig. 4,
thus constituting a reclining-couch for the oc.
cupant of the seat.

The traveler may provide himself with a rub-
ber pillow, which may be packed into small
compass and packed away in a satchel during
the day, or when not needed for use; and by

filling the cushion with air it is rendered of

proper size and shape to answer the desired
purpose.

From the foregoing it will be observed that
every traveler may be provided with a com-
paratively inexpensive device for use in travel-
ing, and one that requires but little space in
transportation, while by its aid any ordinary
car-seat may be readily converted into a re-
clining- couch, thus enabling a traveler to se-
cure substanually the same comforts and rest
that obtain in Pullman ecars.

Manyimprovementshave been madeinhead-
rests for car-seats ; but such devices only par-
tially serve the wants of travelers, as only the
head is retained in a comfortable position for
sleeping, no provision being made for support-
ing the body of the tlavcler in an easy and
comfmmblc position for gaining the desired
rest.

My improvement can be manufactured at
slight initial cost, and thus brought within the
reach of all railway-travelers. * It is adapted
to be folded and packed in small compass,
and when applied for use it serves to trans-
form an ordinary car-seat into a comfortable
reclining-couch,

The portable support may be made of wood
or metal, as desired. The lower ends of the
standards may be pronged, so that by aslight
pressure they will be firmly secured to the
seat-frame.

The cross-bar ¢ may be made in two sec-
tions, hinged together by a rule or knuckle
hinge, and the standards also cach made of
two  sections, hinged in a similar manner.
This latter constr uctlon would enable the sup-
port to be folded into a very short package, so
that it might be inserted in avery small trav-
eling S‘xtchel or case.

Again, the cross-bar may be provided with
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short:heavy spiral: springs, which may Le: at-
tached to plates and hinged at opposite.ends
of the: bar, so :that when not in use they may
be folded w1thm suitalble grooves in the cross:
bar; and when the support is to be employed,
the springs may be turned up ab right &I]OIGb
thereto ‘Llld serve to support one cnd of the
car-seat cushion in a yiclding manner.

It is evident: that: many Sll“ht changes in
the construction and arrangement of the parts
of a portable support may be devised without
departing from the:spirit of my invention—as,
for, instance, the ;support may be hinged or
pivoted to the frame of the car-seat, as 111113-
trated in Figs. 5 and 6. 'When the support is
not employ: e(l it is turned . down between: the
seat-frame, as represented in Fig. 6, and when
desired ior use it is turned up: to rest ag ainst
the end of the seat, as shownin Fig. 5, 'J‘hm,
it desirved, the seats of a car may be provided
with ]le'l(l supports pernmnently attached
thereto, and  which will prove of :great value
and;eomfort to travelers on throunh lines. [

Maving fully deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure I)V Let-
ters Patent, is+— v

1A ioldmg support  consisting of 'a cross-
bar having standards pivoted or hlnged tothe
opposite ends thereof, said support constructed
and arranged to' be applied to a.car-seat and
retain the cuslnon in aninelined position, sub-
stantlally as set forth.

. Alfolding support consisting of a grooved
cross bar, in combination with standards piv-
otedi or hlnn‘ed to ithe opposite ends thereof,
said st'm(hrds being constructed to fold Wlth-
in the sides of the cross-bar, substantially as

set forth.

In testimony that: I ‘elaim | the foregoing: 1
have herennto set my lhaud and seal thisi 5th
day of October; 1878.

'CHARLES A, PICCIOLL.

Witnesses:
NS IRwiIn,
H. ¢ MosEs.
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