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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

LAFAYETTE TURNER, OF CEDAR RAPIDS P. O.,, IOWA.

IMPROVEMENT IN FENGE-POSTS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 21.0,648, dated December 10,11878; application filed
. November 13, 1878:

To all whom ¢t may concern: —

" Beit known that I, LAPAYRTIE TURNER,
of Linn county, in the State of Iowa, (post-of-
fice address, Cedar Rapids, Iowa,) have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Fence-Posts, of which the following -is &
specification: _ .

My invention relates to improvements in sec-
tional or two-part fence-posts, and especially
such as are designed for wire fences. Hereto-
fore fence-posts have been constructed in see-
tions—that is to say, the uprights or posts
proper have been separately made and detach-
ably connected with bases, anchor-blocks, or
supports secured in the ground. .

My object is to improve posts of this class,
and of that particular type of said class in
which the uprights or posts proper are made
hollow and connected through their centers o
tubular portions with the bases by tie rodsor
~ braces extending through the uprights and
serving to bind the posts down to the bases;
and my improvements consist in certain pecu-
liarities in the sections, the uprights or posts
proper and the bases, and in the manner of
connecting them together, so that the uprights
may be turned about their vertical axes to en-
able them to be adjusted without distarbing
or in any way interfering with the bases to

bring the uprights into proper positions tore--

ceive the panel-connections or wires of the
fence, after which the sections may be securely
locked together in such manner as to admit
of their ready separation. '

The subject-matter claimed will hereinafter
specifically be designated after first fully de-
seribing my improvements by reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Tigure 1 is a view, in elevation, of the post,
‘the two sections being locked together or rig-
idly united; Fig. 2, a similar view, represent-
ing the post at a right angle to that shown by
the preceding figure, or as it would appear if
given a quarter-turn. Tig. 3 is avertical cen-
tral section, on the line 3 3 of Iig. 4, through
the base and aportion of the upright, showing
the connection between or manner of fitting
together the parts. Tig. 4 is ahorizontal sec-
tion through the upright on the lines 4 4 of
Figs. 1 and 2; and Fig. 5, a_section through
the base on the lines 5 5 of Figs. 1 and 2.

The base, anchor-section, or short support
A tapers and is pointed at its lower end, is

- vertieally ribbed, and terminates.at top in a

broad annular bearing or rest, B, for the up-
right or post proper C. The upright is tubu-
lar throughout, is preferably made iapering,
as shown, and rests at its butt or lower end,
D, upon the bearing B of the short base.

The butt of the upright is formed to corre-
spond with the top surface or rest, B, of the
base, and the contiguous surfaces of the two
sections A C are so formed as to interlock or
engage with each other and yet admit of the
turning of the upright about the base. The
annular bead or rib ¢ and the corresponding
mortise or groove b serve to engage the sec-
tions with each other. An internal tie-rod or
clamping and locking brace, B, connects with
the base and extends upward vertically through
the hollow upright. The tie-rod is shown in
this instance as united at its lower end with
the metallic base by a screw-thread, but in
practice I prefer to cast the base around the
lower end of the rod, which is made of wrought-
iron. The upright has one or more vertical
ribs or flanges, F, preferably two, such ribs
arranged on opposite sides to give the post a
symmetrical appearance, in one of which ribs
are provided slots ¢ to receive and retain the
fence - wires when inserted properly and
stretched, as is well understood. ,

A nut, G, on the threaded upper end of the
tie-rod, above the tubular upright G, serves to
force down the upright and securely clamp or
bind the sections C and A together. A washer
is placed beneath the nut.

Both sections of the post are made of cast-
iron, by preference, but the top section may
be of wood and be round or square.

From the above description it will be seen
that I am enabled to remove the uprights from
the bases when they are to be secured in the
ground. The bases are to be driven into the
ground in the line the fence is to be run with-
out regard to any adjustment sidewise or about
a vertical axis. The uprights, when placed
upon the bases, may be turned into any proper
position, so as to bring their slots in line with
each other to receive the wires, and then be
fastened by the rods and nuts. The line of

the fence having been determined, no care has
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to be taken in driving the bases so long as
they ave planted at proper intervals apart for
the panels, .and in the path of the fence to be
constructed. In tnrning curves or anglesithe
proper adjustment is made readily by turning
the uprights about their vertical axes on the
bases before locking them in place.

It is obvious that instead of using the nut
and cap-washer above the posta slot might
be made in the upper end of the tie-rod and a
wedge be driven in place, so as to bear at its
under side upon the top of the post proper or
upon the washer, and thus lock the sections A
and C together, or other equivalent securing
devices be employed to bind the sections to-
gether by means of their interlocking surfaces
and the tie-rod; and instead of the bead-and-
groove connection between the two sections
some equivalent connection that will admitiof
the complete turning of the upright and pro-
vide for_locking it upon the base may be em-
ployed- 'such, for instance, as avertically-pro-
Jecting annular flange on the one section sur:
rounding or overlapping the adjacent surface
of the other section. Ratchet-like projections
or serrations may be formed upon the inter-
locking surfaces, soas more securely to connect
them.  The conuection must be sueh as to ad-
mit of the free and complete turning: of the
upright in one dirvection at least about its ver-
tical axis on the base.

Anotheradvantagedue tomy improvements,
beside the saving of time and trouble which
would: be necessary in adjusting the bases
were their nprights not free to turn around the
rests B, is that the wires of a section of fence
or number of pauels may atany time be tight-
ened simply by loosening one of the uprights,
and then turning so as to wrap the wires about
the posts and draw them taut. In puttin gup

a fence I deemn it preferable to thus take a turn
or two of the wires about the posts at inter-
vals—say, once for every dozen or so panels—
80 that when it is desived to let down the fence

or to remove or replace a post, the wires may
be slackened by loosening one or more of tlie
posts about which they are wound, and then
revolving the post or posts (lifting the loosened
post or wedging it up if it has serrations upon
its surface interlocking with the base) to un-
wind the wires and leave them free to slack
and admit of their ready removal from the'slots
¢, with which they interlock,  In this way the
wires may either be allowed to sag to the
ground or be propped up for the passage of
stock or wagons from one field to another.

When the posts proper or uprights are made
of wood they may each be of a single piece
bored out for the tie-rod, or be made in two
equal longitudinal sections, each having a
groove:in its inner face, so that when the two
parts are secured together by nails, screws, or
proper clamps the tube for the tie-rod is com-
pleted.  The washer G serves as a cap to ex-
clude rain from the hollow post. A metal
rib, such as F, with slots ¢, is secured to the
wood post. "Whet thns made the parts A ¢
are united in the same manner as though both
made of metal, and no change in operation
results from the change in material.

Liclaim as of my own invention and im:
provement in the particular typeé of fence-post
hereinbefore reférred. to—

The combination of the anchor-base A, the
tubular ribbed and slotted post C, resting on
and connected adjustably with the base, as
specified, the tie-rod B, firmly fixed to the base
and provided with the' means specified at its
top for clamping and holding the post and
base together, all arranged and operatin & sub-
stantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-
seribed my name.

- LATAYETTE TURNER.

Witnesses:
J. R. MEEK,
Ep. L. SPEER.




