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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, NATHANIEL ROBERT
ATLEN, of the eity of Montreal,in the district
of Montreal and Provinee of Quebee, Canada,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in fee Tongs or Lifters; and I do
hiereby declave that the following is a full,
clear, and exact deseription of the same.

My invention is intended to afford means

for handling blocks of ice, which, while giving"

a perfect hold on the mass when being car-
ried, will enable it to be dropped where de-
sired with greater ease and certainty than by
any of the devices now in use for that purpose,
(one hand alone being needed to work it,) and
may be thus described :

Two curved arms (having their lower ends
sharpened so as to give a hold on the block
of ice to be lifted) are pivoted to a bar, which
connects their upper ends, and serves as.a
handle, and are attached together wherc they
cross each other, either by a loose ring or a
loop or hook attached to one of them and held-
ing the other, or by a pin projecting from one
and passing through a slot formed in the
other. The end of either one of the arms may
be extended out beyoud the pivot-point, so as
to form a thumb-piece, by pressing against
which the lower ends of the arms will be forced
apart and the ice released.

For fuller comprehension, however, of my
invention, reference must be had to the an-
nexed drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a view of the tongs holding the
. ice, the dotted lines showing the position of
the parts when the ice is dropped ; and Fig.2
is a modification of the invention. :

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts.

A A’ are the curved arms, having their
lower ends,as at e «, preferably formed of
malleable iron and pointed, B being the bar

or handle, the ends of which are slotted, and
have the arms A A’ pivoted thereto, as shown,
respectively, at b 0,

C is the fastening, connecting together the
two arms at or near the point where they cross
each other. This may be, as in Fig. 1, a loop
or hook secured to either one of the arms, and
wholly or partially surrounding the other, or,
as in Fig. 2, a ving loosely encircling both;
or @ pin may be secured to either and pass
through a slot formed in the other.

This arrangement, as will be seen by the
drawings, allows the arms to slide past each
other with perfect ease, and at the same time
preserves their position relatively to each
other.

The arm A, to which the loop or hook is at-
tached, may be, as shown at D, carried out
beyond its pivot-point with the bar or handle,
and form a projection or thumb-rest. By press-
ing against this the jaws of the tongs are
opened, the points a o’ being forced apart and
the ice released from their hold.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is as follows:

1. In a pair of ice-tongs, the combination,
with the two curved arms, or holders proper,
pivoted at their upper ends to a rigid bar or
handle connecting them, of a ring or loop at-
taching them together at or mear the point
where they cross each other, substantially as
herein set forth.

2. The combination, in a pair of ice-tongs,
of two curved arms, pivoted to a bar or han-
dle, a ring or other fastening, and thumb-rest
or projection carried out from the upper end
of one arm, all as herein set forth, and for the
purposes deseribed.
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