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To all whom it meay concern:
Beitknown that I, WirL1AM S. BREWSTER,
of Chicago, Illinois, Tave invented a new and

useful Method of Attaching Seals to Cars, &e.,

of which the following is a clear, full, and ex-
act description, reference being had to the ae-
companying drawings, making a part of this
specification, in which—

Figure 1 1s a pempectwe view of my im-
proved seal. Fig., 2 is a side view of the
same. Fig. 3 is the blank ready for sealing.
Fig. 4 shows the blank after punching and up-
setting. Fig. 5 shows thepunch by which my
improved seal is made. Fig. 6 is a section of
the fastening with the burrs punched. Tig.
7 is a sectional view, showing the burrs upset.

The object of my invention is to produce a
seal for railway-cars and other placesrequiring
a seal, where this or a similar one can be used,
that cqnnot be opened and placed in its origi-
nal position as a seal without destroying it,
or showing that the attempt had been made
to open it, or that it had been opened. To ac-
complish this I use a friable sheet mefal cut
into strips of requisite length and width, and
of a very sharp or brittle fiber, and secured in
o manner hereinafter described and elaimed.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
seribe the exact manner in which T ]n\ ¢ car-
ried it ouf.

In the drawings, A represents a narrow
strip of sheet metal of a sharp or brittle fiber,
and B shows the puneh for joining the strip
of metal together. Thepunch has a sharp tri-
angular point, which cuts and carries through
with it the burr or portion of the metal dis-
placed by it, and this displaced portion of
metal, being divided by the triangular punch
into three separate and distinctparts,asshown
in Fig. 4, stands af right angles to the face of
the strip. By withdrawing the punch, revers-

ing and reinserting it in the hole made by its

passage through the strip, and then pressing
on the punch the burrs or portions carried
through, as before described, will be pressed
down, and an effective, snnple, and cheap
metallic seal formed. The leverage of the
puneh presses the burrs so hard that the fiber
of the brittle metal is broken, and any attempt
to raise or lift them will break them off and
destroy the seal.

I am aware that tin strips have been used
for car-seals; but these have been fastened
with an eyelet which is inserted into a hole
already punched, and is then pressed so as to
form a fastening.

My invention does away with the use of the
eyelet, thereby reducing the cost and greatly
facilitating the work of sealing cars.

I am aware that metallic seals have here-
tofore been made of strips of metal having
openings punchedin their ends, the burrs pro-
duced by the punching interlocked and upset,
and then a soft-metal seal introdunced through
the opening and the ends upset to hold the
ends of the strip together, and prevent the
burrs from being straightened and the ends
of the strip separated. My invention has for
its object to do away with this lead seal and
greatly cheapen the device.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as my invention is—

The method of attaching seals to cms &e.,
substantially as herein deseubcd consisting in
passing a strip of friable sheet metal through
the staples, laying the ends coineident and
punching them simultaneously with a pointed
puneh, the burrs of one puuched end passing
through the other, and then upsetting said
buus, as set forth. .

WILLIAM S. BREWSTER..
Witnesses:
* W, W. BIREET,
D. S. MACKAY.




