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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jomn CoxNOR, of Jer-
sey City, in the county of Hudson and State
of New Jersey, have invented a new and Im-
proved Striking-Clock, of which the following
is a specification:

Figure 1 is a back view of a clock mechan-
ism provided with my improvement. TIigs. 2
and 3 are detail back views, showing the lift-
ing-hook and the lift-wire in different posi-
tions. Tigs, 4, 5, and 6 are detail side views,
showing said parts also in different positions.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

The object of this invention is to provide
striking-clocks of all kinds with mechanism
that will allow the hands to e turned back
without interfering with the striking mechan-
ism, and without causing injury to any of the
parts of the clocks,

The invention seeks to attain this end with-
out adding anything to the mechanism of or-
dinary clocks; and consists, solely, in a new
form of lifting-wire, whereby the lifting-hook
on the arbor of the minute-hand is enabled to
pass said wire of the lock-work without affect-
ing the striking mechanism whenever the
hands are turned back, while when the hands
arc turned forward the hook will lift the wire
in the usnal manuner, and cause the clock to
strike.

In the drawing, the letter A represents the
frame of a suitable striking-cloek. B is the
spindle carrying the minute-hand, and rotated
by connection with the mainspring, in the
asnal mamer. This spindle carries, as usunal,
a projecting lifting-hook, C, for actuating the
lock-work—that is, the striking mechanism—
once every hour, or at otlier suitable intervals.
b is that wire of the lock-work which extends
toward the spindle B, and is to be directly act-
uated by the lifting-hook, and swhieh I term
the “lifting-wire” The lower end of the wire

b is always near to the body of the spindle, as
indicated; and when the spindle B is turned
in the direction of the arrow shown in Fig. 2,
the lifting-hook +will enter beneath the wire
b and lift said wire from contact with the
spindle B, and thus affect the striking meech-
anism in the requisite manner, '

The peculiarity of my lifting-wire b is, that
its lower part or beak, a—that is to say, the
part which is turned toward the hook C—
is flattened aund ineclined toward the spindle
B. The angle of inclination may be about
thirty-five degrees, more or less, where here-
tofore the same part of the lifting-wire was
always round. The same part «, besides be-
ing inclined to the spindle, is also tapering
or inclined along its lower edge, as shown.
Thus the part ¢ is doubly inclined. The effect
of this shape is, that if the hook C is turned
in the direction of the arrow 2, (shown in Fig.
3,)—that is to say, if the minute-hand is set
back—the lifting-hook, on reaching the wire
b, will not lift said wire off the spindle, nor
will it bend or break the wire, or be bent or
broken ifself; but it will come in contact with
the inclined face of the part ¢ of the wire b,
and slightly push the said wire in line with
the axis of the spindle, in the direction indi-
cated by the arrow 3 in Fig. 5. This very slight
motion is permitted to the wire b by its spring,
and after the hook C has passed it the wire b
will resume its former position by virtue of the
same springing property. When, however,
the spindle B is turned to the vight in setting
the hands forward, as already stated, the
hook ©C will come under the wire 0, agin Figs.
2 and 6, and will litt it off the spindle and
cause the clock to strike.

One additional advantage of my improved
lifting-hook is, that the pendent striking-wire,
which is appended to many clocks for causing
them to strike whenever desired, can be dis-
pensed witl, because I can make a clock hav-
ing my improved lifting-wire strike as often
as desired by merely drawing the minute-hand
backward and forward over the figure 12 of
the dial.

I claim as my invention—

In a striking-clock, the lifting-wire b, made
with the flattened and doubly-inclined beak
or part a, for operation substantially as herein
shown and deseribed.

JOHN CONNOR.
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