R. EICKEMEYER
_Elas_tic Hat-Block.

No. 210,771. Patented Dec. 10, 1878.

Witwesses: - Inverntor.

N.PETERS, PHOTO-LITHOGRAPHER, WASHINGTON, D. C,




UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

RUDOLTF EICKEMEYER, OF YONKERS, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN ELASTIC HAT-BLOCKS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 250,%% 1, dated December 10, 1878; application filed
November 18, 1878,

To all whom 4t may concern :

Be it known that I, RuporPF EICKEMEYER,
of Yonkers, in the county of Westchester and
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Klastic Hat-
Blocks; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing specification, taken in connection with
the drawings furnished and forming a part of
the same, is a clear, true, and complete de-
scription thereof,

Elastic hat-blocks, composed usually of vul-
canized rubber, are used in connection with
molds which are smooth or ornamented on
their inner surfaces, according to the char-
acter of surface-finish desired on a pressed hat,
These blocks require much handling in their
use, and they have heretofore been provided
with strings or loops, by which they could be
lifted into and from the mold. These strings
or loops are coustantly liable to be pulled
from the block, and to speedy wear, requiring
frequent renewal; and, moreover, they fre-
quently, by falling over upon one side, engage
with the hat while being pressed, causing a
crease orimpression which involves subseguent
re-pressing for removing it. :

The object of my improvements is toobviate
these several objections; and my invention
consists in an elastic hat-block provided with
an aperture at its rear side for the insertion
of the hand or fingers, whereby it may be
readily handled; and, farther, in an elastic
hat-block provided with a rigid finger-socket
embedded therein; and, still further, in the
combination, with an elastic hat-block, of a
finger-socket provided with a flange at its in-
ner end. | ]

An elastic hat-block provided with an
aperture at its rear side may be construeted
by providing the mold in which it is vulcan-
ized with a projection or core of suitable form
to secure such an opening in the block as will
afford a good holding contact with the hand,
and obviate the use of the loop; but in such
case the absence of rubber, due to the aper-
ture, is liable to result in a lack of uniform
pressure upon the hat, and although fair re-
sults would be attained, and such a block be
a decided improvement as compared with one
bkaving the loop, I prefer that a finger-socket
composed of some rigid material be employed,

because through it pressure may be commu-
nicated to the rubber intervening between it
and the opposite surface at which pressure is
to be applied to the hat in the mold ; and for
securing such socket firmly in the rubber, and
atfording a good bearing for eommunicating
pressure from the rear to the front of the
block, I also prefer that said socket be pro-
vided with a flange at its inner end.

To more particularly deseribe my inven-
tion, I will refer to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1 represents, in vertical central sec-
tion, a hat-mold, a hat therein, and an elastic
hat-block embodying my invention. Tig. 2is
an end elevation of a rigid finger - socket.
Itig. 3 is a perspective of a rigid finger-socket.
Fig. 4 is a top view of the hat-block and mold.

The mold A is as heretofore. The elastic
block B is composed of vuleanized rubber,
and has an exterior surface which correspouds
with the interior of the mold for pressing the
hat «.

When the block is not provided with a
socket, I prefer that it have two apertures
and a heavy column of rubber between them
for communicating pressure centrally, sub-
stantially as shown in Fig. 1, provided no
rigid socket C was therein contained.

The finger-socket has two openings, respect-
ively for a thumb and finger, and they are in-
clined toward each other to afford good hold-
ing contaet in lifting the block. The flange
b at the inner end of the socket serves to.se-
curely unite it with the block, and it also at-
fords an extensive surface by which pressure
is communicated for perfectly pressing the
crown of the hat adjacent to its center. This
socket may be composed of any suitably rigid
material; but I prefer a metal casting as the
most economical and effective.

Inthe manufacture of the blocks with sockets, .
as shown, the latter are placed in position with
the gum in the vuleanizing-mold, and eured
under pressure.

Elastic hat-blocks embodying my improve-
ments have been proven to possess great eco-
nomic value as compared with those heretofore
used, and the difficulties hereinbefore stated
are wholly obviated.

Having thus deseribed my invention, Iclaim
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as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent— -

1. An elasti¢ hat-block for pressing hats,
provided at its rear side with an aperture for
the insertion of the hand or fingers, substan-
tially as described.

2. An elastic hat-block for pressing hats,
provided with a rigid finger-socket at its rear
side, substantially as described.

3. The combination, withan elastic hat-block
for pressing hats, of a rigid finger-socket pro-
vided at its inner end with a flange, substan-
tially as described, as and for the purposes set
forth. :

RUDOLF EICKEMEYER.

Witnesses:
GEORGE OSTERHELD,
GTORGE HARR.




