E. W. VAN BENSCHOTEN.
Paper-Fastener.
Patented Dec. 17, 1878.

No. 210,885.
Feg/ Sig R
y

4 \/d

Figd  Figk
: @z
. y

Witnesses | [nventor,




UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.
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IMPROVEMENT IN PAPER-FASTENERS.

§pecification forming part of Letters Patent No. 216,885, dated December 17, 1878; application filed
June 19, 1878,

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, EDwARD W. VAN BEN-
SCHOTEN, of the ¢ity, county, and State of New
York, have invented ecertain new and useful
Improvements in Paper-Fasteners, of which
the following is a specification:

The main object of my invention is to pro-
duce a metal fastener for paper, cloth, &c.,
formed from a single strip of metal, having a
single penetrating-point in line witl its shank
or body, and capable of being forced directly

into the material to be fastened without the

necessity of any previous punehing or pune-
turing to receive it.

To this end my invention may be stated to
consist in a fastener formed of a single flat
strip of metal, having one end dull, and adapt-
ed tor a head, its insertible end tapering grad-
nally and uniformly to a sharp penetrating-
point in line with its shank or body, with a
*secondary prong or nib formed within the out-
line of the penetrating-point by a slit concen-
trie therewith, so arranged and constructed
that the point may be forced directly into the
material to be fastened, after which the two
divisions of the point are bent in opposite di-
rections upon the under surface of the mate-
rial, as hereinafter fully set forth.

Figures 1, 2, 3, and 4 of the annexed draw-
ings illustrate the different forms and sizesin
which my improved fastener may be manufac-
tured.

Paper-fasteners heretofore made have been
usually formed with dall, obtuse points, thus
requiring a paneture to be made through the
material to be fastened previous to their in-
sertion, and are also commounly formed with
two or more distinet prongs, which require
separate punctures; or, in other cases, where
the prong is single it is formed of two distinet
parallel leaves or layers of metal, which are
bent apart after their insertion, as in the well-
Inown MeGill fasteners.

As shown in the drawing, I construct my
improved fastener of a single flat strip of sheet
metal, preferably of brass, as usual. Oneend
is dull or square, as shown at «, forming the
head end, while the opposite end, which forms
the insertible shank, tapers gradually and

uniformly to a sharp peunetrating - point, d,
adapted, as will be seen, to be forced directly
into the material to be secured without any
previous puncturing.

A secondary prong or nib, ¢, is formed on the
insertible end within the limit of the pene-
trating-point by means of a concentric slit,
which follows the outline of the penetrating-
point, or nearly so, as shown, leaving the nib
in the same flat parallel line with the shank
and penetrating-point of the fastener, and of
about the same length as the outer penetrat-
ing-point, but capable of being bLent outward
and backward after the fastener is inserted,
as will be understood. The head end of the
fastener is formed in a similar manner, with
a secondary nib or tongue, b, formed by an
internal slit concentric with the outline of the
head, which nib may be bent at right angles
to the shank of the fastener in one direction,
while the outer slotted end, «, is bent in the
opposite direction, thus forming the head.

The fastener thus formed may be furnished
in the perfectly-flat form; or the nibs on the
head end may be previously bent outward to
provide the head already formed.

As will now be nnderstood, my fastener is
used by forcing its penetrating end dirvectly
into the material to be secured, after which
the two divisions of its penetrating end—the
point d and nib or tongue ¢—are bent in op-
posite directions, flatwise with the nnder sur-
face of the material, while the divisions of the
head end, if not already bent, are flattened
against the upper surface of the material in a
similar manner.

The advantage of my improved fastener is,
that it may be forced directly into the mate-
rial without previous punching, as described,
and being constructed of a single flat strip of
metal, its construction is much simpler and
cheaper, and its form more compact, so that a
larger number of the fasteners can be kept in
a smaller space, and can also be conveniently
carried in the pocket.

My improved fastener, while adapted for
fastening various materials, has been particu-
larly designed for cloth-samples, for which its
readiness of insertion, its compact form, and
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capacity of being carried in the pocket are of
material advantage to salesmen, buyers, and
others for whose use it is specially designed.

What I claim as myinvention is—

As an improved article of manufacture, a
cloth and paper fastener formed of a flat strip
of metal, having one end dull, adapted for a
head, and provided with the tongue b, and the
opposite end tapered gradually and uniformly
to a sharp penetrating-point, in line with its
shauk or body, with an internal bendable nib

formed by a slit concentric with and within
the outline of the point, and of similar length
therewith, whereby the fastener is adapted to
be forced lengthwise directly into the material
to be fastened, substantially as herein shown
and described.

EDWARD W. VAN BENSCHOTEN.

Witnesses: v
H. D. HUBBELL,
Samr, M. SMITH.




