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To all whom 4t may concern:

Be it known that we, JosEPH P. BUCKING-
mAM, of Chicopee, in the county of Hampden
and State of Massachusetts, and OLIVER M.
Havinrox, of Springfield, in the same county
and State, have invented certain new and nse-
ful Improvements in Paper Boxes, of which
the following is a specification :

Our invention consists of the peculiar form
of lock for the sides, the handle and manner
of locking it in place, and the combination of
the handle and fastening-flap of the cover, all
as hereinafter described.

In the accompanying drawing, Figurel is a
plan view of a box which embodies our inven-
tion, the same being represented as unfolded.
Tig. 2 is an end view of the same, represented
as folded up and locked together. Fig. 3isa
detached view of the same, showing the man-
ner of inserting the handle; and Fig. 41is a
side elevation of said box.

A designates the bottom of the box. B B
B B designate the four sides which form the
depth of the box; C C CC, the locking-siraps,
formed on two of said sides, which are oppo-
site each other, half of which straps have
shouldered tongues @ a, and halt of which
have eyes b b, of the form shownin I'ig. 1. The
length of the eye transversely to said straps,
and on the side nearest the part of the box to
which the strap is connected, is such that the
body of the tongue « may be readily passed
through it at that point, while the opposite
side of said eye is narrower in the same diree-
tion, and of the proper size to admit only the
neck of the tougue just back of or between the
shoulders.

D designates the top of the box, having end
flaps, ¢ ¢,and side flap,d. The broken lines in
Tig. 1 indicate the lines on which the parts
are folded in setting up the box.

Upon the side over which the side flap, d, of
the cover folds is a handle, t, the endsof which
are pointed and provided with shoulders i, as
shown in Figs. 1 and 3. In this side of the
box two straight transverse slits are made, of
a length a little greater than the width of the
handle just back of the shoulders s ; and ex-
tending from the ends of said straight slit at

an angle thereto there are two curved slits, as
shown in Figs.1 and 3, said straight and
carved slits being designated o in the draw-
ings. ’

By entering the point of the handle in the
slit o when the handle lies flat against the side
B, as shown in Fig. 3, it may be easily pushed
through, thereby bringing the shoulders upon
the insideof thebox. Theother endispushed
through in like manner.

If the box is to be shipped in the flat or
knoek-down form, the handle thus inserted

‘may lie flat with the box, as shown in Fig. 1.
By turning the ends of the handle at right an-

gles to the side of the box and drawing the
bulk of the handle through to the outside, the
shoulders m will engage the solid side of the
box in line with the straight portion of the slit
o and hold the handle in place.

The straps € C C C span two of thesides B
B, and are locked together by passing the
tongues through the eyes, then dropping them
a little sidewise and letting them draw back
into the position represented in Fig. 2, the out-
lines of so much of the tongue as is back of
other parts being indicated by broken lines..

By making the eye longer on one side than
the other in a transverse direction, and corre-
sponding respectively to the width of the body
and neck of the tongue, taken in the same di-
rection, the latter can be inserted and locked
in place without doubling over or bendingthe
corners or twisting the tongue.

Other styles of locking devices—as, for in-
stance, an ordinary buckle—may be employed
to secure the straps ; and other material, such
as leather or leather-hoard, may be employed
to form a more substantial article for lanch-
boxes or other uses.,

1t is much more convenient to fill the box
from one of its broadest sides, which we call
the “top” of the box, and in order to leave the
top accessible for such purpose, we make the
straps C C extend across the end‘t from side to
side, instead of from top to bottom.

The side flap, d, of the cover D is formed with
a neck between the notches » n, which will
just fit in between the two ends of the handle
% and fasten the cover in place, as shown in
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Fig. 4. 1If desired, the cover D might be omit-
ted, or another cover substituted for it, with-
out changing the other features of our inven-
tion. L

‘We are aware that boxes closed upon both
top and bottom, and accessible for filling only
at the ends, have been locked together at the
ends by flaps connected to said top and bot-
tom, or the two broadest sides of the box; also,

that boxes have been made with short corner- |

flaps, which locked into one of the four sides,
but not into each other, and we hereby dis-
claim such prior boxes.

‘We claim as our invention—

1. In a knock-down box, the locking-straps
C C CC,two of which haveshouldered tongues
@@, and two of which are provided with eyes
b b, of a size at their inner sides corresponding
in a transverse direction with the width of the

tongues outside of the shoulders, and at their
opposite and outer sides with the width of the
neck inside of said shoulders, substantially as
described, and for the purpose specified.

2. In a paper box, the handle shouldered at
the ends, in combination with the side having
slit o, with straight and divergent portions,
substantially as described, and for the purpose
specified.

3. In_a folding box, the handle projecting
from one side, in combination with the cover
D and its flap d, having notches n =, substan-
tially as described, and for the purpose speci-

fied. - :
JOSEPH P. BUCKINGHAM.
OLIVER M. HAMILTON,
Witnesses:
H. J. DENISON,
E. P. BARTHOLOMEW.
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