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IMPROVEMENT IN GAME-BOARDS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 221,001, dated December 17, 1878; application filed
July 3, 1878,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HosEA B. DENNISON,
of Cambridge, in the county of Middlesex and
State of Massachusetts, have invented certain
Improvements in Game Apparatuas, of which
the following is a specification

This invention relates to game apparatus
used in playing cribbage and other games, for
counting by means of movable pegs and peg-
holes adapted to receive said pegs.

The invention has for its object to provide
certain improvements in the construction of
game apparatus and in the arrangement of
the peg-holes; and to this end the invention
congists in the improvements which I will now
proceed to deseribe and claim.

Of the accompanying drawings, forming &
part of this specification, Figure 1 represents
an edge view of a box or casing which I em-
ploy in carrying out my invention. Figs. 2
and 3 represent, respectively, views of the op-
posite sides of the same. Iig. 4 represents a
perspective view of the box, with one cover or
side removed ; and Tig. 5 represents a plan
view of one end of the box, with the cover re-
moved.

Similar Ietters of reference refer to like parts
in all the figures.

One purpose of my invention is to so arrange
the holes of a cribbage-board that players can
move the pegs progressively without the lia-
bility of making mistakes which existswhen the
ordinary arrangement of holes is employed—
viz., two straight parallel rows of holes for
each player. In playing the game of cribbage
with holes thus arranged the player moves
the pegs down one row and back along the
other; but, owing to the arrangement of the
rows, an inexperienced player is liable to move
the pegs in the wrong direction. To obviate
this difficulty I arrange the peg-holes « of a
cribbage-board in continnous rows, which are
convoluted, the convolutions being preferably
elongated, as shown in Fig. 2.. By this ar-

rangement the player is enabled to easily fol-
low the line of holes without being confused
or mistaking the direction in which the peg
should be moved.

I prefer to employ two continuous convo-
luted rows or series of holes in a cribbage-
board, one for each player or side of players,

'

the two extending side by side. To distin-
guish between the two rows, I place one in a
spacgor a succession of spaces of one color,
and _foghe otherin a space or succession of spaces
of a different color, as shown in Fig. 2. These
colored spaces I term “fields,” which, of course,
are arranged in convolutions corresponding to
therowsof holes. Thesetwofeatures—viz.,the
convoluted rows and the contrasting fields—
enable players to move their pegs with aceu-
racy, and to determine readily their relative
progress at any time during the game. The
contrasting fields may be advantageously em-
ployed in connection with other arrangements
of peg-holes, as shown in Fig. 3, for counting
in other games, one field being employed by
one side of players and the other by the op-
posite side. The pegs employed by each side
should be of the same color as the field in
which the side counts.

T am aware that peg-holes in a cribbage-
board have been arranged in endless curved
rows extending around an oval or elliptical
surface.

T am also aware that in game-counting ap-
paratus peg-holes have been made in differ-
ently-colored straight stripes or fields. There-
fore, I do not claim, broadly, the arrangement
of peg-holes in continuous curved rows, nor
their loeation in differently-colored stripes.

T am not aware, however, that peg-holes
have ever been arranged in continunous paral-
lel eonvoluted rows, each contained in a field
contrasting in color with the field containing
the other.

It will be seen that this arrangement ena-
bles the necessary number of holes for the
game of cribbage to be arranged closely and
compactly withous liability of mistake or con-
fusion, the contrasting fields distinguishing
each row from the other, no matter how close
together the rows may be.

The peg-holes @ are preferably made in a
tin or other sheet-metal box, A, of the form
shown in the drawings. The confrasting
fields are printed or painted on ome or both
sides of the box, and the holes are formed by
perforating said sides. Omne of the sides of
the box is flanged, and constitutes & remova-
ble cover. The interior of the box is subdi-
vided into compartments B B, for holding
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cards; and a compartment, C, for holding
counting-pegs. The ends of the box A are
semicircular, and the compartment C is located
in one of the semicircular ends, as shown,

D represents a lid or cover for the compart-
ment C. This cover consists of a quadrant-
shaped piece, which is pivoted at  to the box.
The curved edge of thelid D corresponds with
the curvature of the end of the box;- but the
pivot # of the lid is located a little at one side
of the center of the circle of which the end of
the box is an are, (¢’ representing said center,)
so that when the lid is swung around to cover
and close the compartment C, as shownin Iig.
4, itseurved edge will be caused to bind against

-the .end of the box A, and thus hold the lid
in place. When the lid is swung around so

as to uncover the compartment C- the curved
edge of the lid is separated from the end of
the box, as’ shown in Fig. 5, so that said lid |
will swing easily.

By the described improvements a satisfac-
tory and convenient game apparatus is pro-

duced which can be made and sold at a low
price.

I claim as my invention—

_1. A cribbage-board having peg-holes ar-
ranged in two continuous parallel convoluted
series or rows, each series or row contained in
.or surrounded by a field which contrasts in
color with the field containing the other series
or row, the rows being clearly defined and
distinguished from each other by the fields, as
set forth. '

2. The sheet-metal box having a semicireu-
lar end or ends, a perforated top or cover, and
the compartment C, combined with the quad-
rant-shaped cover D, eccentrically pivoted to
the box, as set forth.

In testimony whereof I havesigned my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

HOSEA B. DENNISON.

‘Witnesses:

GEORGE W. PIERCE,
C. F. BROWN.




