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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JEFFERSON G. WIGGINS, OF SENECA T"ALLS, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN CAN-OPENERS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 211,078, dated December 17, 1878; application filed
November 20, 1878,

To all whom 4t may concern :

Be it known that I, JEFFERSON (. WIG-
GINS, of Beneca Ialls, in the county of Seneeca
and State of New York, have invented a new
and valuable Improvement in Can-Openers;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exaet description of the con-
struetion and operation of the samne, reference
being had to the annexed drawings, making a
part of this specification, and to the letters and
tigures of reference marked thereon.

Tigure 1 of the drawings is a representation
of & perspective view of a can with my im-
provement applied. Tig. 2 is a perspective
vertical section of the same; and Tig. 3is a
view of the under side of the lid, the can be-
ing in section. ’

Thisinvention has relation to improvements
in devices for opening fruit, paint, and other
cans, wherein a wire ranning around the outer
edge of the inside of the cover, secured at oune
end thereto, and projecting through the same
at the other, is used for cutting the tin and
separating the cover from the body of the can.

The nature of the invention counsists in the
construction and novel arrangement of a can
provided with a circular guniude ring or plate
soldered to the lid of said can, and having its
edge bent downward to form a guide and hold-
ing-chanuel, and a depressing-wire secured ab
one end to said lid, extending around the
guide-plate in the channel thereof, and pro-
jecting by its other end through said lid, as
hereinafter shown and deseribed.

In the annexed drawings, the letter A des-
ignates an ordinary tin ean, and B its lid, sol-
dered thereto in any suitable manner. Usu-
ally o lip, b, is formed on the edge of the Iid,
that fits snugly over the upper edge of the can-
body, and affords a ready means for soldering
the Iid to the can-body.

C indicates a wire of suitable dimensions,
one end of which is rigidly secured to the un-
dex side of the lid near its edge, carried com-
pletely around the same, and passed through
a perforation in close proximity to its starting,

its projecting end being provided with a han-
dle-loop, a.

The cutting-wire is usually attached to the
lid at intervals throughout its entire length.

D indicates an annular tin guide, of slightly
less interior diameter than the lid, which is
soldered to the lid and arranged concentric-
ally with reference thereto, so as to form a
narrow channel between the perimeter of the
guide and the side of the can, as shown at ¢,
Figs. 2 and 3.

Heretofore it has proved very difficult to
separate the lid from the can close up against
the sides of the latter, for the reason that in
the act of cutting the wire would run inward
toward the middle of the can, either because
of unskillfnl handling, or because the wire had
encountered a thin place in the metal of the
top. The effect of this is to leave a flange of
greater or less extent and width attached to
the walls of & can, which renders the complete
removal of lead and zinc paints aund other
similar viscid substances exceedingly tedious
and difficult. This defect is effectually obvi-
ated by the guide-ring D, aforesaid, which, by
confining the cutting-wire to the channel ¢,
canses the line of separation of the lid and
can-body to be made close up to the sides of
the latter.

What 1 elaim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

In a can, the circular guide ring or plate D,
soldered to the lid B, and having ifs edge
bent downward to form a guide and holding-
chanuel, and the opening-wire C, secured at
one end to said lid, extending around the
guide-plate in the channel thereof, and pro-
jeeting by its other end through said lid, sub-
stantially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hiereunto subseribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses.

JEFFERSON . WIGGINS.

Witnesses:

I'rRANK WESTCOTYE,
JASPER N. HAMMOND.




