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To:all whom it may concern:

'Be it known that I, EDWARDS M. BURCH-
ARD, of Washington. city, in the District of
Columbia, haveinvented anew and useful Im-
provement in Knockdown Butter-Boxes, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawing,
forming a part hereof, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my knock-
~down-box and fastening, and Fig. 2 a perspec-
tive view of the bottom or print portion thereof.

. The objeet of my invention is to facilitate
the transfer of butter from the dairy to the
table of the consumer in'a convenient manner
‘and a neat and attractive form; and to this

end my invention consists, first, in a knock- -

down box, whose sides and ends are provided
with dovetails which permit their expansion
by outward horizontal movement, but prevent
their separation by vertical movement, and
which has a free top and bottom, and is held
together Dy any snitable means; second, in a
. box having dovetails, as above recited, and a
bottom provided with a print and fitting the
inside of the walls -of the box, and a plain
cover resting on the walls of the box, and in
suitable means for holding the parts together;
and, third, in a peculiar fastening for the box.
The side and end pieces of the box A are
dovetailed together, as shown in Fig. 1, and
the - bottom accurately fits between these
pieces. All the parts of the box are to be
made of light and porous wood, which will
quickly absorb moisture. I contemplate so
preparing the wood by chemical means that it
will be rendered perfectly odorless. I soak
the pieces of the box in water until they are.
swelled or expanded -sufficiently to closely
unite when put together. Upon the upper
surface, D, of the bottom portion of the box I
form a design of any desired pattern for im-
parting a print to the butter.
" To assist in retaining the dovetailed parts
in place, as well as the top and bottom, I em-
ploy a fastening, C, which consists of a bar
with upturned ends, a @', to which are soldered
or otherwise secured two spring-arms, E B/,
‘When the box is puttogether the spring-arms
B E’ are pressed toward each other, and the
fastening slipped over the box. The spring-
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arms when released tightly clasp the box and
securely clamp its parts. The cover of the
box is plain and flat, and rests loosely upon
the top of the sides and ends. By simply
pressing the two arms E X’ toward each
other the cover may. be easily withdrawn
when desired. )

When the butter is to be withdrawn from
the box the.fastening is taken off in the same
manner that it was put on. Then the top is
removed and the box turned over, after which
the sides and ends are removed by pulling
them horizontally away from each other and
away from the butter, thus parting the dove-
tailed joints and permitting the removal of
the print part,leaving the butter in a compact
and neat condition, with a clearly-cut print
upon the top. The parts of the box may then
be readily and perfectly cleansed and returned
for rensage.

While I have shown and described a pre-
pared form of fastening, I do not wish to be
limited thereto, as the fastening may be made
wholly of wire. i '

Having thus described iy invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— :

1. A knockdown box having ends and sides
dovetailed to unite them and permit their -
separating horizontally and prevent their part-
ing by vertical movement, and having free top
and bottom without dovetails, and provided:
with suitable means for holding all its parts
together, as and for the purpose set forth,

-2. A'knockdown boxhaving dovetailedends
and sides, a bottom without dovetails having
a print on its upper surface and fitted to the
internal dimensions of the box, and a plain
top resting loosely upon the dovetailed ends
and sides, all the parts being held together by
a suitable fastening, as set forth.
© 3. As a means for securing together the
parts of a knockdown box, the fastening C,
consisting of a bar with upturned ends ¢ o
and spring-arms E T, substantially as de-
scribed. :
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