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To all whom it may concern : ;

Beitknown that I, SAMUEL PARK HoDGEN,
of Martling, in the county of Newton and State
of Missouri; have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Tebacco-Pressing Ma-
chines; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
same, reference being made to the accompa-
nying drawing, forming a part of this speci-
fication, and in which—

Figure 1 is a top or plan view of my im-

proved machine; Fig. 2, a vertical section of

the same.  Tigs. 3 and 4 are détail views.

- This invention has relation to improvements
in tables to be connected to tobacco-pressing
machines; and the invention consistsin the
combination, with a tobacco-pressing machine,
- of a table connected therewith and provided
“with a semicircular opening for receiving and

holding the hogshead in which the tobacco is

to be pressed.

It further consists in the combination, with
a table provided with a semicircular openin g,
of a removable semicircular hooked band,
adapted to be connected with said table and
pass around the hogshead being. filled for
more securely holding it in position.

It finally consists in a follower provided on
its top side with stationary pivoted or hinged
dogs, for engaging with the inner sides of the
hogshead being filled, for the purpose of hold-
ing said follower in place and preventing its
being forced up by the expansion of the to-
bacco when the serew is removed to put more
block on, or when it is desired to take another
set, all as will be hereinatter fully deseribed.

1o enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will now proceed to
describe the exact manner in which it is car-
ried out,

In the drawing, A represents the base-plate
for supporting the hogshead to be packed, said
base-plate being provided with a circular
chine-board, A’, secured thereto, over which
the hogshead fits, thus holding the bottom se-
curely in position. B B represent vertical
standards secured to.'said base-plate, and
their top ends connected together by cross-
beams C, forming a frame, to which the press-
ing mechanism is secured.

" B represents a table connected to the stand-

ards B B and supported by the horizontal
beams e eand diagonal braces F F. This table
is provided with a semicircular opening, G, to
receive the hogshead to be filled and prevent
its being tipped over toward the tablein being
prized that way. ‘

H represents aremovable semicircular hand
provided with hooked ends % %, said band
adapted to pass around the hogshead and se:
cured to the table by the keys g g, screws,
pins, or other equivalent devices, and the slots
¢ 7 in extension-pieces secured to the under-
side of the table, or other equivalent devices,
to which the keys, pins, screws, or other de-
vices may be secured. _

Heretofore movable tables have been used
with tobacco-pressing machines, said tables
being set up by the side of the hogsheads to
lay the tobacco on while filling said hogshead.
By my improved arrangement the table forms
an essential feature in seeuring the hogshead
in position; and when the hogsheads are of
the same size and fastened in the press as
above described, it is impossible to prize them
any other way than straight.

J represents the follower, having two- or
more dogs, a, hinged or pivoted directly to
the top side, and near the outer circumference
thereof. The free ends of the dogs are pointed
or roughened to engage with the inside of the
hogshead, whereby the follower is prevented
from being forced up by the expansion of the
tobacco when the serew is removed to put more
block on, or when it is desired to take another
set.

By my arrangement of dogs the follower
can be leveled up from time, as in packing to- .
bacco in hogsheads it is frequently the case
that one side is not packed as tight as the
other side, and when the screw-pressure is ap-
plied one side of the follower will settle faster
than the other side, and it becomes necessary
to stop pressing and level up the follower,

‘which is accomplished by setting one dog to

engage with the hogshead at the point where
the follower is the highest and let up on the
screw, when the spring or expansion of the
tobacco will raise the lower side of the follower
up level with the highest point thereof, when
the other dogs are setup to engage with the
hogshead. The screw can then Dbe letup en-
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tirely or removed and a fresh supply of block
added, after which the screw-pressure can be
again applied, when the follower will set level
and true.

I am aware that a press or cover for tubs
and barrels provided with grooved eross-bars
for the reception of eccentrically-pivoted arms,
the points of said arms adapted to engage with
the inner side of the tub or barrel for holding
said cover down in position, is old,and such I
do not desire to claim, broadly, as my inven-
tion. Such construction is, however, obviously
objectionable for pressing or prizing tobacco,
as the grooved cross-bars would interfere with
the use of blocks, which are applied from
time to time crosswise on the follower to give
the serew more length, or to make along screw
of a short one.

My dogs being pivoted or hinged directly
to the follower, and near the outer circumfer-

“ence thereof, obviate the use of grooved cross-
bars, thus simplifying the construction, and
at the same time permitting the use of blocks
for the purpose above described.

I claim ag my invention—

1. The combination, in a tobaceco-pressing -
machine, of a ‘table connected thereto, and
provided with a semicircular opening for re-
ceiving and holding a hogshead in which the
tobaceo is to be pressed, substantially as herein
shown and described.

2. The combination, with a table provided
with a hooked semieircular opening for receiv-
ing a hogshead, of a semicircular band adapted
to pass around the hogshead, and removably
connected to said table or press, substantially
as and for the purpose herein shown and de-
seribed. ,

3. In a tobacco-pressing machine, the com-
bination, with the follower, of the stationary
pivoted or hinged dogs a, connected directly
to the top side of the follower, and near the
outer circumference thereof, substantially as
and for the purposes herein shown and de-
scribed.

SAMUEL PARK HODGEN.

Witnesses:
E. H. BENHAM,
H. B. LOGAN.



