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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS SHUMAN, of
Corning, in the county -of Adams and State of
Towa, have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Barbed TFences; and I do here-
by declare the following to be afull, clear, and
- exact description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it per-
tains to make and use it, reference being had
tothe accompanying drawings, which form part
of this specification.

My invention relates to animprovement in
barbed fences. :

Heretofore barbed fences have ordinarily
been constructed in such a manner that the
sharp-pointed barbs will project laterally from
the wire or flat metal stringers composing the
fence; and such construction has Deen found
objectionable in actual use, owing to the fact
that tractable as well as unruly stock are often
badly injured, being lacerated by coming in
contact with the laterally - projecting barbs
withoutfirst having made any attempt to make
a breach in the fence. -

The object of my invention is to provide a
barbed fence of :such construction that cattle
may rub against the fence without being in-
Jjured; butwhen an attempt is made to escape
fromn the inclosure by forcing through the fence,
vertically - projecting barbs located on the
wires and between the same will be effectual
in preventing a breach being made in thefence.

To this end my inverition consists in a barbed
fence having flat metal strips barbed on oppo-
site ends, secured to the adjacent wires of the
fence by loops formed on opposite ends of said
~ strip. '

My invention further consists in a barbed
fence having flat metal strips barbed on op-
posite ends and on opposite sides of its cen-
tral portion, and secured to two adjacent wires
of the fence by loops formed on opposite ends
of said strip. - ‘

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a view, in perspective, of one of the flat metal
strips provided with barbs and attaching-
loops; and Fig. 2 is a side elevation of a fence
smbodying my invention,

A represents a flat metal strip, of any de-
sired width, length, and thickness. The oppo-
site ends of strip A are formed by pressing or
shearing to constitute the barbs « ¢/, and also
on opposite ends of strip A are formed the
return-bend loops b b'.

The central portion of the strip A is cutinto
diagonally on opposite sides, and the severed
portion bent backward, thus causing the barbs
¢ ¢, or any desired number, to project out-
wardly from the strip A in lines parallel there-
with.

“In Fig. 2, B, 0, D, and E represent the four
wires of a fence. The upper wires, B and C,
are connected with each other by means of
the strips A, which are placed at suitable dis-
tances apart, and the attaching-loops b I bent
around over the respective wires B C, thus
firmly securing the several strips A to these
wires. The wires C.and D are also connected
together by the strips A, the latter being ar-
ranged to intersect the several barbed strips
on the wires B C. The wires D E are also con-
nected in the same manner, and the barbed
strips are arranged to alternate with those con-
necting the wires ¢ D.. .

It will be: observed that each barbed strip
A is furnished with four barbs, « o/ ¢ ¢/, the first
two projecting from opposite ends of the strip,
while the last two project from opposite sides
thereof, and all the several barbs are located
in a plane parallel with the barb or line of di-
rection of the fence. In other words, none of
the barbs project outwardly at right angles
from the fence.

Every opening through the fence is gnarded
by four barbs, which project inwardly or to-
ward the center of the opening, thus render-
ing ‘it impossible for an animal to make a
breach in the fence. The barbed strips not
only prevent the escape of the stock inclosed
thereby, but also serve to retain the wire or
flat metal stringers of the fence in their proper
relative positions. -~ -

My improvement is adapted to be applied
to fences of any number of wires, and, also, it
is immaterial whether wire, flat metal, or
boards constitute the fence, as the strips may
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be readily attached to either construction or
form of fence. S

I would have it understood that I do not
limit myself to the exact constriction shown
and described ; but,

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— :

A barbed fence provided with flat metal
strips A, having loops b ' and barbs ¢ ¢ on

opposite ends thereof, and laterally-projecting
barbs @ o’ on opposite sides of the -strip, sub-
stantially as set forth,

In testimony that I claim the foregoing T
have hereunto set my hand this 7th day of

November, 1878.
o ‘ THOMAS SHUMAN.

‘Witnesses:
R. A. MooRE,
Ben. WIDNER.



