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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, NELsoN BAKER, of
Coldwater, in the county of Branch and State
of Michigan, and ALFRED SOWLE, of Tre-
mont, in the county of Steuben and State of
Indiana, have invented certain new and use-
ful Tmprovements in Car-Couplings; and we
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, which
will enable others skilled in the art to which
they appertain to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to letters of reference marked there-
on, which form a part of this specification.

Figure 1 is a side view of the ends of an or-
dinary freight and platform car having our in-
vention attached thereto; and Fig. 2 is a front
view of one end of the freight-car, showing the
levers for operating the invention.

This invention has relation to devices for
coupling cars; and it consists of improvements
in the construction of the same, hereinafter
more fully described, and particularly pointed
out in the claim.

In the accompanying drawings similar let-

ters of reference indicate like parts of the in-

vention.

A is a bumper, constructed so.as to form a
hook at b, working in a slot in the bottom of
the car, in which is also located a spiral sprin g,
a, to lessen the jar in coupling. The bumper
A is provided with a U-shaped link, B, piv-
oted to it in such a manner as to admit of a
vertical movement. A chain, C, i3 connected
to the link B just forward of its pivoted point,
which chain extends upward, and is attached
to the lower end of a vertical lever, D. The
lever D is secured to the end of the car by or-
dinary staples d d. A spring, E, secured to
the car presses the lever D outward.

The inner side of the lever D, near its lower
end, is provided with a pin, ', which engages
when the lever is pushed down in the hole
and when the lever is up in the hole ¢/, of the
plate G, secured to the end of the car. :

The lever D being connected to the link B

by the chain C, it will readily be seen that by
raising the lever D the link B will be raised,
and by lowering the lever D' the link B will
fall and engage with the hook b on the bumper
A of the adjoining car. ,

The end or handle H of the lever D extends
up to the top of the car, where coupling may
be safely carried on without danger to the at-
tendant. Two auxiliary levers, M and N , are
pivoted at their fulerums m and » on either .
side of the main lever, H, the inner ends of
the levers M and N being hinged to the lower
end of the main lever, H, while the outer ends
or handles extend clear of the sides of the car,
so that, in addition to coupling from the top of
the car, the operation may besafely and quickly
performed by the attendant while standing on
the ground and on either side of the train.

The operation of the device, as will readily
be seen, is as follows: The attendant being on
top of the cars, when they are close together,
he simply draws the handle H toward him,
which disengages the pin ¢ from the slot g
and presses it down, allowing the link B to tall
over and engage with the hook b on the oppo-
site bumper, thus simply and without danger
coupling the cars. Byreversing the operation
the cars are disconnected.

Having thus described our invention, and
the manner of operating the same, what we
claim as new and useful, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent of the United States, is—

A car-coupler consisting of the U-shaped
link B, pivoted to the bumper A, having hook
b, the chain C, levers D, M, and N , operating
the pin T, and the plate G, having slots g ¢/ ,in
combination with the spring E, constructed
and operating substantially as described.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as
our own we affix our signatures in presence

of two witnesses.
NELSON BAKER.
ALFRED SOWLE.
Witnesses:
JAues R. DICKEY,
InA G. Fox.




