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To all whom it may concern: _

Be it known that I, Wirrianm T. READ, of
Chicot county, in the State of Arkansas, have
invented certain mew and useful Improve-
ments in Cotton-Pickers, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-

* ings and letters of reference marked thereon,

in which—
Figure 1 of the drawings represents a plan
view of my improved cotton-picker. Fig. 2 is

a side view. Fig. 3 is a front view; and Fig.

41is a detail view, representing the adjusting
arrangements of the machine.

Similar letters indicate like parts in all the
figures. -

My invention relates to improvements in
cotton-pickers; and consists in the employ-
ment of a body for the reception of the eotton-
bolls, vertically adjustable for stalks of differ-
ent heights, the front portion of the bottom
being constructed with inclined edges, form-
ing two sides of a triangle, at the apex of which
is an elongated slot, into which the cotton-
stalks are drawn by the forward movement of
the machine.

The stalks are also drawn rearwardly into
the slot by the arms of a revolving reel or rake
rotating in the same direéction with the wheelg
of the machine. The bolls are removed from

- the stalks after passing into the slot by two

“ strippers ” adjustably attached to the bottom
of the body, and armed preferably with teeth
projecting slightly over each side or edge of
said slot, whereby the bolls are removed from
the stalks and deposited into the body of the
machine, as will be hereinafter more fully ex-
plained.

The annexed drawings, to which reference is
made, fully illustrate my invention.

. The letter A designates the axle of my im-
proved picker, provided with wheels B B,
driver’s seat U, and a tongue to which the
team may be attached. D represents the body
of the picker, the front end of the bottom of
which has two inclined edges, o @, forming
two sides of a triangle, at the apex of which
is the elongated slot b.

In the forward movement of the machine
the inclined edges @ a gather and force the
cotton-stalks toward the central line of the

row, along which the machine is drawn, and
into the slot b. ¢ ¢ represent the reel-posts,
in which is journaled the horizontal shatt d,
provided with radial arms @', each having a
cross-head, d? provided with teeth ¢. fis a
pulley on the outer end of the reel-shaft d,
around which an endless bels, /7, passes, which
also passes around a pulley on the hub-of the
driving-wheel B’. By this construction, in the
forward movement of the machine, the reel or
rake arms are revolved in the same direction
with the driving-wheel B/, and in their revo-
lutions stiike the stalks and force them rear-
wardly into the slot b, having a tendency also
to raise the stalks pressed downwardly by the
forward movement of the machine.

The rear end of the body D'is supported by
the wheels ¢ g, or in any convenient manner.
On each longitudinal edge of the slot b are
placed the strippers I, preferably armed with
horizontal teeth arranged over the slot b, and
adjustably attached to the bottom of the body
by means of slots ¢ and screws /. The teeth
of these strippers or their edges project slightly
over the slot b in the bottom of the body D,
and strip off the bolls by the forward move-
ment of the machine. The cotton-stalks be-
ing of different heights, it becomes necessary
to the proper operation of the invention that
the body D should be vertically adjustable
for different heights of stalks. This result
may be accomplished in a variety of ways. I
accomplish this result by passing the axle A
through two slots, j j, in the sides of the body
D. Tour standards, % %, provided with ad-
Jjusting-holes, are erected on each side of the
slots j j, and attached, two to each side of the
body, in line with the edges of said slots.

The pins # n are passed through the adjust-
ing-holes in the standards & & above the axle
A, and set-screws I, passing through said
standards, are brought to bear against the axle
A, thus securing the body D in any desired
height by the frictional contact of the ends of
said set-screws, thereby allowing the body D
to be raised vertically up and down, according
to the different heights of cotton-stalks.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. The body D, provided with the inclined
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edges @ ¢ and slot b, in combination with the
adjustable strippers & b, substantially as here-
in set forth,

2. The body D, having the inclined edges &
a, terminating. in the slot b, in combination
with the adjustable strippers & & and reel d' &,
revolving in the same direction as the drive-
wheel of the machine, substantially as and
for the purpose set forth. ‘
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In testimony that I c¢laim the foregoing as
my own invention I affix my signature 1in.
presence of two witnesses. .

" WM. THOMPSON READ.
‘Witnesses:

GEo. READ,
JonnNsoN CHAPMAN.




