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To all whom i may concern :

Beitknown that [, JOSEPH WILLIAM SMITH,
of Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State
of Massachusetts, have invented an Improved
Clasp for Sleeve-Elastics and other like arti-
cles, of which the following is a full, clear, con-
cise, and exact description, reference bein g
had to the accompanying drawings, making a
part hereof, in which—

Figure 1 is a plan of a sleeve-elastic made
~ with my clasp, and the other figures show de-
tails of the clasp.

My clasp is composed of the piece A and
the loop B, hinged together, both being shaped
as-shown, and the loop B adapted to straddie
the piece A. The fabric to be held by the
clasp is placed between the free end of the
loop and the piece A, and the loop is pressed
down so as to straddle the piece A and bind
the fabric close to its sides, holding the fabrie
_securely.

The two parts of the loop B which hold the
fabric against the two sides of the piece A are
connected together by a wire bow, (shown in
Tigs. 1, 4, and 8,) which passes over the top of
the piece A, and is bent -back toward the place
where the piece A and loop B are hinged to-
gether, as will be clear from Figs. 1 and 3 of the
drawings. ThispartoftheloopB whichisbent
back serves the purpose of facilitating the op-
eration of attaching and detaching the mate-
rial to be held by the clasp, and also by its
elasticity causes the two parts of the loop B

which hold the fabric against the sides of A
toadjust themselves to the thicknessof the fab-
ric. Thus the use of a ring or any other de-
vice for keeping the loop B closed down upon
the piece A is dispensed with, and the two
parts A and B are pivoted directly together,
and will hold a fabric of ordinary thickness
firmly without any very great strain upon
each other, a device being formed which, ow-
ing to the peculiar shape of the loop B, is eas-
ily attached to and detached from a fabriec.
In these respects my device differs from any
other now known to me.

‘When in use the strain upon the fabrie held
- down does not tend to separate the loop B
and piece A, the strain being parallel to the
bottom of A ; but when the device is canted
(as is readily done with one hand when it is

desired to remove the fabric) the strain-com-
ing across the device separates B from A.

I 'prefer to strike up the part A from sheet
metal, but it may be made solid. In practice
it is usually ornamented on the tipper part.

This form of clasp may be used in a variety
of ways—for example, to form a sleeve-elastic,
in which case two may be used, as shown in
Tig. 1, connected together either Ly webbing
or by spiral springs. The most convenient
way of attaching spiral springs to the clasp is
shown in Figs. 5, 6, and 7, in which the spring-
holder D, Fig. 1, is shown in detail, b b being
ears which hook into the spring from the out-
side, and « ¢ pieces which wrap around the
spring ends and hold the ears in place, the
whole being made out of sheet metal. This
spring-holder may be made in one piece with
or hinged to the clasp, as preferred.

I am aware of Patent No. 169,205, of 1875,
to Osgood ; butin the device therein deseribed
it is essential that one of the parts shall move
lengthwise upon the other, which is not so in
my device.

Tam also aware of the Patents Nos. 17,413, of
1857, to Bates, and 174,806, of 1876, to Greely ;
but in these devices also itis essential that one
of the parts shall move lengthywise in relation
to the other, and, moreover, that the two parts
shall Dbe locked together o keep them from
being forced away from each other when in
use, neither of these features being in my de-
vice. -

Lam also aware of Patent No. 55,842, of 1366,
to Essex and Johnson ;- but in this device it is -
essential that the two parts shall be locked to-.
gether when in use. I therefore disclaim the
devices shown in these patents.

What I ¢laim as my invention is—

The improved clasp composed of the two
parts A and B, each shaped as shown, and
hinged together, the part B formed with a
bow at one end, which extends across and
above the end of part A, and the sides of B
lying along the sides of A, so as to receive and
hold the fabric, as described.
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