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) November 12, 1877,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CALEB N. HoMAN, of
Lawrence, in the county of Essex and State
of Massachusetts, have invented an Adjusta-
ble Slat-Connection for Spring Bed-Bottoms,
of which the following is a specification

Spiral springs for supporting bed - bottom
slats, as is well known, are in common use.
In setting the slats upon the springs, the lat-
ter are liable to become loosened and dis-
placed. To obviate this difficulty the slats
have been connected together transversely by
strips of flexible material, such as canvas,
leather, &c. The objection to these is that
the slats are liable to turn, and fail to keep
their proper position. :

‘Wooden strips and those made of a single
piece of sheet metal have also been used.
These are objectionable, for the reason that
they admit of no separate longitudinal or lat-

.eral adjustment of the slats, and prevent the
easy adaptation to the body in its different
positions on the bed. '

It is the object of my invention to obviate
these difficulties; and the invention consists
in connecting the slats together by a series of
short strips of sheet metal jointed together,
the slats being secured over the joints of the
said strips in such a way that npon any weight
or pressure being exerted upon the slats the
latter will be separately adjusted, either later-
ally or longitudinally, to conform to the posi-
tion of the body of the oceupant of the bed.

Instead of sheet metal the jointed bar may
be of wood or other suitable material.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1isa per-

spective view of a spring bed-bottom embody-
ing my invention. TFig. 2 is a view of the un-
der side of the slats and the jointed connect-
ing-strip. TFig. 3 is an edge view of the ad-
Jjustable jointed strip. Tig. 4 is a plan view
of the same. :
- @& arepresent the slats, which are supported
in the usual manner upon the coiled springs b
b, the latter resting upon the rigid cross-pieces
¢ ¢, attached to the longitudinal supports e e.
D represents a couneeting-piece, composed of
a series of thin metallic strips, d d, jointed to-
gether, as shown in Tig, 4, :

These strips are shown as connected to-
gether and to the under side of the slats @ «
at the upper ends of the springs b b; but they
may be attached, if desirable, to the under
side of the slats either within or outside of
the spring attachments.

It will be readily seen that when any weight
is made to bear more particularly upon any
one or more of the slats, the tendency will be
to allow of a longitudinal as well as a lateral
movement of the slats, thus imparting a yield-
ing adjustment to the motions of the body oc-
cupying the bed in all directions, and obviat-
ing the objection to the direct connection of
the whole or continuous bar that unites the
slats. '

I'am aware of device shown in patent to
Le Quesne, November 18, 1876, wherein the
slats are pivoted at the central points of a
number of links or bars, affording a lateral
adjustment of said slats, but wherein the slats
are specially prevented from moving in the
direction of their length. I do not desire to
be understood as intending to cover such con-
struction hereby. .

By pivoting each link of the jointed bar D
to the slats, and by locating the pivots at each
end of cach link, the whole system or any one
of its elements is made capable of Loth a lat-
eral and a longitudinal displacement or ad-
Jjustment in accordance with the objects of the
invention, as previously stated. :

‘What I claim as my invention is—

Ina spring bed-bottom, the combination,
with the slats @ ¢ and springs b b, of the trans-
verse bars D D, composed of a series of links,
d d, each link being pivoted .at each end to
the corresponding slats, substantially asshown
and described, so as to atford a longitudinal
as well as a lateral adjustment of said slats,
for the objects named.

-In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses,

CALEB N. HOMAN,

Witnesses:
J. H. ADAMS,
L. H, LATIMER.
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