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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, TRA J. SAUNDERS, of
Davisville, in the county of Yolo and State of
California, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Shoe-Fasteners, of which the
following is a specification:

The invention relates to an improvement in
the style of shoe-fasteners patented by me on
the 16th day of July, 1872, No. 129,255, in
which the fastener is shown having a eurved
spring formed near both its ends, for entering
the eyelet in the boot and shoe.

In operating with this fastener I have found
that it required for its perfect operation means
for holding the fastener in its horizontal posi-
tion while attached to one of the eyelets of the
shoe, so as to readily engage the opposite eye-
let with the spring upon the other end of the
fastener; and to this end my present inven-
tion consists in extending one end of the fast-
ener beyond the spring, and bending it so as
to pass through the leathier near the eyelet,
and thus hold the fastener horizontal by means
of two bearings.

In the annexed drawings, making part of
this specification, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a shoe with the fastener attached. Fig.
92 is a seetion of the shoe through the eyelets,
showing the fastener in position. Fig.3is a
perspective view of the fastener.

The same letters are employed in all the
figures in the indication of identical parts.

In thedrawings,A Arepresenteyelets placed
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in rows in the shoe near the edge of the open-
ing. B is the fastener, having loops bent as
shown at B, forming springs yielding to the
pressure of the eyelets when forced down upon
the springs, and expanding when pushed
through the eyelet. B?is an extension npon
one end, bent as shown, so as to enter a per-
foration in the leather near the eyelet, which
may be formed by a punch made for the pur-
pose, or cut by the sharp edge of the fastener
itself. The form of this extension is such that
it holds the fastener in proper position in one
eyelet to receive the corresponding eyelet on
the other edge, which, when pressed down
upon the spring, fastens the edges of the shoe
together. = *

" 'What I claim as my invention, and desire
to seeure by Letters Patent, is—

A fastener having eurved springs formed in
it near both of its ends, for entering the holes
or eyelets in a boot or shoe, and a reverted
extension, B2 on one end, which is adapted to
enter the leather at the side of the eyelet, as
a means of securing the fastener to one side
of the shoe, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own 1 affix my signature in presence of
two withesses.

IRA J. SAUNDERS.

Witnesses:
-+ JNO. G. MASON,
Gro. I'. GRAHAM.



