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To all whom it may concern : ,

Be it known that I, JAMES A. LAWSON, of
the city of Troy, county of Rensselaer and
State of New York, have invented an Improve-
ment in the Manner of Constracting and Ar-
ranging an Exterior Oven-Shelf, of which the
following is a specification:

My invention relates to a manner of con-
structing and arranging an exterior oven-
shelf upon a cooking-stove or range-wall, be-
neath the oven-door, and parallel to, or nearly
parallel to, and in the same plane, or nearly
the same plane, as the oven-bottom, the object
of the invention being to furnish a shelf upon
which vessels may rest when being partly
drawn out of the oven to examine their con-
tents, and to facilitate their being placed in or
taken from it. :

My invention consists in forming upon an
exterior shelf that is supporfed from and at-
tached to the stove-wall beneath the oven,
and upon the top surface and inner edge of
the shelf where it joins the stove-wall, a cut-
away, beveled, or curvedincline, and a beveled
turn-plate for the door to rise upon by means
of hinge-straps and hinging-rod when passing
over the shelf to open, and over which it may
descend in passing to close, and so as to fur-
nish a striking-face for the door against the
stove-wall beneath the oven, with the shelfar-
ranged in the same plane, or nearly the same
plane, as the oven-bottom.

Intheaccompanying drawingsthere are three
illustrations of my invention, in all of which
like letters are used to designate the same
parts.

Figure 1 exhibits, in perspective, an oven
and oven-door, with the latter opened, and as
raised up over the shelf. It also shows the
relative position of the shelf, its beveled edge,
and where it joins the wall of the stove be-
neath the oven, so as to leave a striking-face
for the oven-door above the shelf-edge. It
also illustrates the position of the curved and
beveled turn-plate, around and over which the
door passes when being opened. It shows,
also, the position of the hinge straps and rods,
and the mannerin which the former rise up on
the latter when the door in opening is forced
upward to pass over the shelf. TFig. 2 illus-
trates a front view of the oven door and

| shelf, with the door as closed. T'ig.3 exhibits

avertical section taken through the oven, shelf,
and oven-door, with the latter closed,itsraised
position, when opened, being indicated by a
dotted line. _

The various parts of the device and the
parts with. which it is conneeted in applica-
tion are designated by letters of reference, as
follows: A denotes the stove-top; O, the oven;
S, the shelf; D/, the oven-door; W W, the ex-
terior walls of the oven; H'and H', the hinge-
straps, and R, the hinge-rod; L, the door-
latch; O, that portion of the stove-wall below
the door, and furnishing a striking-face for the
latter; B, the beveled edge of the shelf, and
C P the inclined and curved turn-plate formed
in the shelf near the hinge, around and over
which the door moves when being opened and
closed. D' illustrates, by a dotied line, the
raised position of the door when opened, with
it projected upward by the bevel and turn-
plate formed in the shelf.

The operation of the device is as follows:
‘When the door-latch 1. is raised with the door
D/, the bottom of the latter engages the curved
beveled surface B of the shelf S, and rises up
over it, while the door-corner at the bottom
near the hinge engages the curved and inclined
turn-plate surface G P, over and around which
the door swings to open, and the hinge-straps
H’ and H" rise up on the rod R. When clos-
ing, the door, at its bottom, returns over and
in contact with the bevel and turn-plate npon
the shelf, so as to close against the striking-
face of the wall below the oven. (Shown at O”.)
Thus an exterior oven-shelf may be employed
that is in the same plane as the oven-bottom,
for the convenience of drawing vessels from
the oven upon if, and, at the same time, a
closing and striking face is produced for the
oven-door, as shown at O".

‘While I have shown both the bevel and turn-
plate as formed upon the shelf, thelatter may
be dispensed with, and the bevel alone em-
ployed to produce a similar result. ”

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. In a cooking stove or range, an exterior
oven-shelf, arranged below the oven-door open-
ing, in the same plane, or nearly the same
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plane, as the oven-bottom, with a bevel formed
upon the inner edge of the shelf whereit joins
the exterior oven-wall, and darranged so that
a hinged oven-door, when opening, will rise
np on the bevel to pass over the shelf, and
when closing return over it, in the manner
substantially as herein shown and described.

2. In a cooking stove or range, the exterior
oven-shelf S, having its beveled edge B and
turn-plate C P arranged to engage the under
surface of the oven-door, by means of which
the latter will rise from its striking-face upon
the stove-wall below the oven in passing over
the shelf to open, and descend to close the
oven, substantially as herein shown and de-
seribed.

3. In a cooking stove or range, the exterior
oven-shelf S, constructed with the beveled
edge B and turn-plate C P, and the oven-door
D/, having its.hinge-straps H’ H” arranged
to rise and fall upon the hinging-rod R, so that
the door may rise from the bevel and pass
over the shelf to open, and descend into the
bevel to close against the striking-face of the
stove-wall O” below the oven, substantially as
shown and described.

Signed at Troy this 13th day of March, 1878.

JAMES A. LAWSON.

‘Witnesses:
AARON C. ANTHONY,
M. H. HoRrAN.



