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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, THoMAS M. MCNEELY,
of the city of Washington, District of Colum-
bia, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Bale-Ties; and I dohereby
declare that the following is a full, elear, and
exact description of the invention, which will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanyingdrawings,and
to letters of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification. '

My invention consists of a combination of
straps or bands of suitable material and hol-
low metal blocks or collars, arranged or com-
bined in such a mxanner as to constitute a fast-
ening or tie forusein securing bales and pack-
ages of cotton and other merchandise, and is
fully set forth in the following deseription.

The device consists of two metal blocks or
collars, each having a wedge-shaped hollow
throngh it, in combination with the enlarged
thickened bentor doubled ends of the strap or
band. : ’

To make the combination for which I ask
Letters Patent, one end of the strap or band
" is passed through the larger opening of the
hollow in one of the collars and the smaller
opening of the hollow in the other'collar, and
after having been drawn through both a suffi-
cient distance is enlarged or thickened, so as
to prevent it from slipping back throngh and
out of the collars, but so as to permit it to
enter and fit tightly in the wedge-shaped hol-
low of one of the collars. This thickening or
enlarging may be done by simply bending or
_ doubling it upon itself once or more, as may
be necessary. The other end of the band,

1 after having been passed around the package

or bale, is passed through both collars in a
similar manner, but in the opposite direction,
and is then thickened or enlarged in the same
manner as the first end, thus forming a secure °
and certain fastening or tie.

In the accompanying drawings, in which
similar letters of reference indicate like parts,
Figure 1 is a perspective of a device embody-
ing my invention. - Fig. 2 is a perspective of
one of the blocks or collars with the wedge-
shaped hollow. . Fig. 3 is a vertical section of
the same collar, showing more plainly the
wedge form or shape of the hollow; and Fig.
4 is a longitudinal section of both collars with
their smaller ends drawn closely together,
showing the shape or form of the double hol-
low wedge resulting from my combination,as
described.

The letters A A A indicate the strap or .

Jband; B B, the thickened ends of the band,

and C'C the hollow blocks or collars.

In Fig. 1 the ends of the band are passed
through the two collars and thickened or en-
larged, as hereinbefore described. .

‘What I claim as my invention is—

The two metal blocks or collars, each having
a wedge-shaped hollow through if, in combi-
nation with the enlarged or thickened ends of
the strap or band, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of
two witnesses. '

THOMAS M. McNEELY.

Witnesses: .
L. DANFORD,
J. A, MACAULEY.



